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Glie  uStii  Aviation  Company  ( Airmobile )( Light) ,  with  support  bstaahmente,  the 
;90th  Tranaporation  .Detachment,  279th  Signal  Betacrment,  ana  286th  Deaioal  Letach- 
lent,  was  activated  at  Fort  Banning,  Georgia  by  General  Crder  200,  liq,  Third  US 
*rm.y,  on  5  July  1 9^5-  The  only  name  listed  on  the  5  July  morning  report  was  that 
of  La.jor  Faith  L.  Groom,  04003648,  the  first  Commanding  officer.  The  first  enlist¬ 
’d  entry  on  the  morning  report  was  specialist  live  .Joseph  B.  Bearsey,  wnioh  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  21  st  of  July  1 965*  The  following  perse.  rtrengthB  were  authorized 
she  48th  aviation  Company  and  to  attacned  aetaenmt]  .. s 


l)LIT 


STRDhGTh 


Til 


48th  Avn  Co  (aBjL) 
390th  TC  let  (Chili) 
236th  Led  let 
279th  Sig  Let 


14  off,  41  wo,  115  m 
1  off,  1  wo,  70  m 

1  off,  8  n-i 

1  off,  9  iii 


1  -77s  v/o  1 

55-500R  w/c  „ 
3-500C  w/o  9 

11-5001  w/o  6 


ill  personnel  ana  equipment  were  to  be  obtained  from  looaily  available 
resources.  The  primary  Bource  of  personnel  and  equipment  waa  the  result 
of  the  11th  Air  Assault  Div  (Test)  and  2nd  Infantry  iiv  being  reformed  into 
“he  First  Air  Cavalry  Division  at  Fort  Banning,  Georgia.  The  cadre  officers 
-ere  assigned  from  the  10th  Avn  Group  and  the  ii.  came  from  various  units 
laclaring  personnel  excess  as  a  result  of  their  reorgani  zation.  The  48th 
-vn  Co  cadre  coordinated  through  the  S-4  officer  of  10th  mvn  Group,  Fort  Banning, 
and  received  approximately  755®  of  their  equipment  through  lateral  transfer 
from  the  reorganizing  units  at  Fort  Banning.  The  remaining  equipment  and 
supplies  were  requisitioned  t trough  normal  supply  channels  on  a  priority  basis. 

The  pilots  for  the  48th  Avn  Co  signed  in  at  Hq,  10th  Avn  Group  on  1  bep  65* 
Nearly  all  the  aviators  reporting  for  duty  with  the  48th  Avn  Co  were  reassigned 
from  European  assignments  ana  their  tours  had  been  curtailed  as  a  result  of 
she  Vietnam  build  up. 


major  Charles  n.  Drummond  Jr  assumed  command  of  the  48th  avn  Co  on 
1  bep  65.  From  the  personnel  data  cards  completed  by  eaoh  officer  inprocessing, 
’-ajor  Drumzond  established  his  chain  of  command.  Bis  key  personnel  were* 


major  Charles  H.  Drummond  Jr 
bFC  177  George  C.  Daws 
hajor  nobert  D.  h  teams 
Dajor  Thomas  L.  Williamson 
Fajor  Willis  m.  bmith 
Fajor  harry  J.  Lellmer 
major  Velma  F.  Barker 
Captain  haul  H.  Lalumiere  Jr 


CO 

l/bgt 

jJJ 

Opns  off 

1st  Airlift  Bit  Ldr 
2nd  Airlift  Bit  Ldr 
3rd  Bit  Lar(Gun  Bit) 
Intel  Off 


Fey  personnel  for  attached  detachments  ware* 

.Major  naward  R  Brophy  Jr 
Captain  Orion  B.  .Donaldson  III 
Captain  Arthur  R.  Bagen 


CO,  390th  TC  Let 
CO,  279th  big  Let 
UU,  286th  Led  Let 


Turing  c;.e  montn  c;  oeptemoer  iQ65»  ~ne  comtsany  worked  a  seven  day  week 
xl a  airectea  Jtneir  off acts  towara  Pud  cuaiifying  ail  personnel  ;n d  to  tiSfufting, 
processing  ana  packing  To and  '11*50  equipment  for  overseas  shipment*  Tj*ining 
lays  were  alternate q  with  work  days.  The  training  scneaule  included  10  hours 
reiresher  training  per  pilot,  weapons  qualification,  survival,  escape  and  evasion, 
-oae  of  conduct,  Geneva  Convention,  first  aid,  pilot  briefings  on  taotics  and 
techniques  and  a  general  Viet nan  orientation,  me  pilots  trained  in  aircraft 
belonging  to  tne  181st  avn  Tng  Co,  Fort  penning,  Georgia. 

ua  17  September  1965  Capt  hex  boinaon,  1LT  Foe-art  smith,  C.<0  Taomib  Paulson, 
C*0  Kenneth  hill,  CwO  Gary  Wilkinson,  cjia  *c  ula^e  *~nar  ferried  five  49th  nvn 
Co  bar-1  helicopters  to  Logie  1  mountain,  Army  i-e.-ot.  *  *  .orth,  xexas  where  tney 
picked  up  five  aoaitional  neiicopters  ana  contm. c~  utackton  army  General 
Lepot,  California  wnere  tne  air  emit  were  ;roceseea  fur  overseas  shipment. 

On  JO  September  tne  company  conducted  payday  activities  and  all  personnel 
desiring  leave  were  granted  leave  until  18  October  1965*  Personnel  net  desir 
leave  remained  at  port  Penning  and  continued  packing  equipment* 

Prior  to  movement  overseas  the  4b th  avn  Co  ana  its  detachments  received 
inspections  from  the  Inspector  General,  3^d  U  .S.  at my. 


The  48th  Avn  Co  ana  detachments  were  directed  overseas  by  letter,  baited 
States  Army  Infantry  Command,  dated  8  September  1965,  subject!  Permanent  Change 
of  bt&tion  of  ST Ruff  Forces. 

CHmPTlk  TWUI  jJjViliCm  PaliTY  iKPaRT  TO  kCC0hPa2.Y  alBCHkPT  OVtttbJhb 

on  14  October  I965  hajor  Lavard  h.  Pro pay  Jr,  Captain  hax  Mtchell,  Captain 
Arthur  been.  Captain  Arthur  hagen,  CwO  James  V.  LcCartt,  CWO  Wayne  F.  £eex,  and 
20  enlisted  personnel  were  oalled  off  leave  to  form  the  advance  party  to  accom¬ 
pany  the  aircraft  overseas.  This  advanced  party  boarded  a  bus  for  Atlanta, 

Georgia  on  18  cotobar.  From  Atlanta  tney  flew  commercial  air  to  ban  tit tneisoo 
International  Airport.  They  reported  to  Alameda  Laval  aLt  station,  ualflyad, 
California  where  they  signed  for  16  UH-1L  and  9  OH-ia  helicopters.  The  helicopters 
had  already  been  processed  for  overseas  shipment  ana  hma  their  main  rotor  blades, 
stabilizer  bare,  ana  tail  rotor  rtmovea.  The  gun  kits  were  cored  and  secured  in*-- 
aide  the  aircrait.  The  aircraft  were  zipped  and  lockea  inside  large  seaborne 
protective  bags  and  loaded  aboara  the  umkb  kDLm  GULF,  a  baby  aircraft  carrier. 

The  advanced  party  for  aircraft  sailed  from  Alameda  naval  air  Station, 

Uaklano,  Galifomia  on  25  October  I965  aboara  the  USLb  LULA  GULF.  TUd  ship  made 
one  stop  in  the  Philippine  Islanae  prior  to  arriving  at  Cam  kanh  hay,  Mb  on  13 
Nov  65.  Five  days  out  from  Vietnam,  the  aavenced  party  started  deprooessing  and 
reassembling  their  helicopters. 

ha  jar  Bafop«y,  on  the  15th  of  November  flew  one  of  the  reassemble#  Jtolioopters 
from  the  kULa  GOLF  to  nong  Ba  Thin  to  coordinate  with  the  CO,  10th  gtn  $0  in  order 
to  determine  the  new  assignment  end  duty  station  for  the  48th.  haior  ££9$hy  was 
advised  to  proceed  to  Yung  Tau,  that  the  48th  was  assigned  to  the  <451&  4^nt l  Bn  with 
duty  station  Yfcijg  Tau. 

After  being  tied  uy  in  Cam  itanh  Bey  harbor  for  three  days,  the  1&La  GOLF 
again .  set  sail  witu  the  48th  i.vn  Co  auvanced  party  and  helioopter s  afc$MSt#»  this 
time  with  its  destination  as  Yung-  Tau,  kVIi.  They  were  met  at  Yung  Tati  W>  16  Lev 
55  by  iugjor  Smith,  CO,  611th  Transportation  Company,  layor  Smith  asst^ftaa- Ptajor 
.iropny  ana  the  othsr  pilots  the  call  sign  "Bilik  bT_k"  to  signal  the  aStiVtA  to 


za  vim  mver  cyzrzzcr  c:  ms  mm  ...*n  Co  mrcraia.  .ha  mrcrait  were  flown 

*  X  s  i. ....*.  D.7  loti-  -.  <*X  . 1 — Ct3  c — i..  Ct  Vi,  rxxea  XXX  TIXO  ''l...,  ..-..UV  _  cmiHg 

ur-a.  .3.9  renaming  equipment  cr.  ccexc.  tne  currier  was  oil  icaaea  m  sever.  C.-.-57 
:^a  ml  Imds.  (Ti*e  nme  mim  o^i'1  ims  reminea  warn  me  48th  m/n  Co  since  16 
-ov  06,  ..owever,  the  cl±±  sign  v&s  cojrgea  twice  officially,  tnougn  not  in  met, 
ma  me  Col*?  my  Cocuncier  in  cotn  cases  was  cole  to  6et  tne  nlue  mm  title  cack ,• 
-~m  uu7a*ceG  ^arty  couuencea  ce-^reservation  ail  a  samty  of  fli^nt  inspections  on 
me  mcrn:  diu  assenbloa  na  mm.cnea  me  6un  sysvms  to  me  dicrmt.  In  the 
-.euitiLc,  i^jor  crop ny  ima  mme  contact  vim  tne  mptn  *nn  rn  era  ne  Wx.s  miseQ 
-n;  me  -eta  n/n  Co  naa  been  train erre~  :o  me  Kim  .;m  m  era  vcula  relocate 


^e  uia  t w  i y  to  1 1 


ihan  rnrg 


a  a  e o  norm  o  i  v  -wiiwu,  ieu* 


on  o  November  1965  Captc.in  nosengrunt  ex  t.. .  .  ry  t  av%ncea  party  nad  caught 
-x  flignt  aboard  an  urny  Caribou.  from  ,.ha  Irang  to  vaigon  attempting  to  linn  upf 
vitn  tne  advance  a  party  for  xx.craxt  and  to  coordinate  tne  meeting  ox'  tne  .uxir 
-ody  at  Can  narxh  xsay  on  the  26  th  ox  uovember.  Captain  Hos entrant  name  ccntnc 
•«dth  uinun  xj.tc.xell  at  1 2th  nvn  e-roup  ns,  oaigon.  ne  later  net  wltn  injer 
nro.ny  ana  tney  arranged  to  neve  tnree  aircraft  neet  the  uaxn  body  at  Ca.  nan., 
bay  on  tne  26th. 


-ne  advancea  party  for  eircraft  renair.ea  at  vung  iau  for  approximately  two 
weens  remaking  txxe  unit  aircraft,  .-.s  sufficient  space  ana  security  were  provided 
-»t  ihan  rang,  tne  aircraft  were  snuttlea,  at  tne  rate  of  tnree  per  aay,  'until  all 
aircraxt  were  relocatea  to  Inan  nang. 


'xiuirlxdt.  ThHiiii  x^iw  bUixY  imP.an Id  rOxtT  rxiudbo 


The  46th  nvn  Co  ninus  tne  auvunoed  party  with  tne  aircraft  (see  chap  2)  and 
the  rear/ acrv&ncea  party  (see  chap  A)  departed  xnsccgee  County  nLrport,  Colunbus, 
at  hourly  intervals  between  233^  hours  4  x<ov  65  ana  033C  hours  5  bov  65  by  com- 
nercial  Super  Constellation  aircraft  for  oaxclaixd  international  airport,  ine  nove 
was  classified  to  avoid  pfblic  suspicion.  CoLu.er.cial  buses  were  on  hanu  to  meet 
ecch  aircraxt  as  it  lanuea  at  Oanlana  lnterixatioxn-l  ana  carriea  the  46th  nvn  Co 
persoxuxel  wit.,  baggage  to  Oakland  urny  Terminal  wnere  tney  promptly  uoaraea  tne 
USx'io  oeiger,  a  xwsvy  Troop  Carrier,  ine  Ubno  Geiger  uailea  from  ner  7,  oaxxOna 
^riay  Terminal  at  1750  fxours,  5  nov  65  with  tne  48th  nvn  Co  (minus)  o.uoaxa. 
Througnout  the  trip,  company  officers  were  involve  a  in  writing  compaxxy  utanoara 
operating  xroceaures  to  prep  tne  tnem  for  operations  in  Vietnam.  The  box.S  Geiger 
naae  one  stop-off  enroute  ±0  nvn  at  Guam  Islanu  ana  liberty  Wc.s  aiforaea  <uil 
persoxaifcl  from  09OO  xiours  until  I30O  noura  on  16  nov  65.  The  oxxly  facility  open 
at  the  iavy  base  wt^s  a  snack  oar  until  tne  ox  fleers  of  tne  48th  nvn  Co  passea  the 
hat  tXitt  orioea  the  naval  officers  club  bar  tender  to  open  tne  bar  at  1 050  j.ours. 
xne  enlisted  personnel  arrange  a  xnrougn  tne  naval  letty  oificer 1  s  club  to  have  beer 
ana  snacks  taken  to  tne  beacn,  and  the  beach  party  that  ensued  few  will  forget. 

The  next  stop  was  ^ui  hnon,  xxvi.  where  the  UkhS  Geiger  tied  up  for  three  days, 
23-26  ..ov,  wnile  other  units  aisemcarxea.  .il  46th  nvn  Co  personnel  rexmn-.d 
aboara  tne  oohb  oeiger  in  -.411  unon  harbor,  xhe  company  spent  tneir  first  national 
Holiday  overseas,  enjoying  a  aeiicious  inanksgiving  nay  aixuier  £.ooard  tue  snip, 
iheix  menu  ixxcluaea  turkey,  xn.sxiea  potatoes  &  &ravy,  tanaiea  yams,  cranoerries, 
peas  ic  carrots,  relishes,  mncea  arxa  pumpkin  pie  ana  ice  cream  served  vjtn  coffee, 
milk  or  tea. 


'’he  l/w*:a  usi..ar  charted  .  -a  Ihon  nmrear  at  approximately  b400  hour#*  25 
.tor  65  taid  aucnorea  in  bam  ^nn  hay  at  approximately  07JO  i-oura ,  28  Dor  o5» 

Thurmond.  alC  or  tne  near/ advanced  party  met  the  company  aboard  thd  DSNS 
Geiger.  Captain  fnurmona  brisiea  the  bomm&ndxng  officer.  *ai.jcx  Chari  as  k. 

Iruimond  Jr  on  the  unit  assignment  with  10th  Avn  nn  and  duty  station  at  Phan  Haag. 

The  company,  shortly  after  arrival  at  Can  hand  icy,  diaeacarxea  into  LCb’s 
,uanaing  Graft  Utility;,  ,<hicn  transported  taem  to  tne  beacn.  oil  personnel  were 
issued  tneir  basic  load  of  ammunition  in  the  rc-in.  fifteen  of  tne  officers 
boarded  three  company  helicopters  wuich  major  Brophy  r.ud  brougnt  from  Vung  leu 
(see  chapter  2)  ana  flew  directly  to  Phan  kang.  1.  rejoinder  of  the  company 
toarded  2£  ton  trucks  xrom  the  10th  Transportatxor  ;t  .lion.  Gaia  Ranh.  The 

trucks  were  ferried  across  Car*  kanh  Bey  and  fora*  a  convoy  for  the  trip  over 

national  Mgnway  to  Phan  « aag.  an  01-*  Bird  log  flew  convoy  escort  and  two 
Uk-IB  gunships  were  on  standby  at  Cam  Ranh  Bay  for  purposes  of  security.  The 

company  closed  station  at  Phan  Bang  at  1900  hours,  26  Bovember  1965. 

ChiPTjBfc  POO R*  ThE  REmR  PaHTY  CLbbLD  GOT  FORT  BOiLING  *BD  BkCilU  TEE  CGMP.il  I 
auVaBGRD  PaRTY 

The  rear  party,  composed  of  Gaptain  Jaaes  F.  Thurmond  (QIC),  Captain  Larue 
f.  Rosangrant,  1  tT  william  T.  hag on,  ubG  Gilbert  LoCollough,  bbO  Delbert  L.  nail, 
6P5  Jimmie  H.  hay,  and  PFC  Donald  D.  Wallace  regained  at  Port  kenning  to  close 
out  property  acoounts  and  to  turn  over  their  building  to  another  unit.  The 
rear  party  were  the  last  48th  ara  Co  personnel  to  depart  CCIwbb,  the  only  member# 
to  fly  oireotly  to  KYli,  and  the  first  to  arrive  in  Vietnam*  The  rear  party 
departed  .sort  Penning  by  bus  and  boarded  e  Commercial  airlines  at  Muscogee  County 
*irportf  Columbus,  Georgia,  at  0800  hours  on  10  Bov  65.  They  flew  by  Commercial 
Air  to  loan  Pranciaoo  International  Airport.  *  bus  net  then  at  the  airport  and 
took  then  directly  to  Travis  AFB,  California,  where  tney  were  booked  on  a  Pen 
American  Jet  for  oaigon,  EVE,  with  stops  at  anchorage,  Alaska,  Tokyo,  Japan,  and 
Clark  aPB,  Philippine  Islands.  They  arrived  at  Tan  bon  nhut  airport,  baigon, 

EVE  at  IJOO  hours,  13  Bov  65  ana  were  now  acting  as  the  advanced  party  for  the 
aain  body  of  the  48th  *vn  Co. 

Shortly  after  arrival ,  Captain  Thumond  contacted  Colonel  Jones,  Co,  1 2th 
Avn  Up  in  baigon  to  report  taeir  arrival.  12th  *vn  Group  had  no  knowledge  as  to 
when  the  48th  Aim  Co  was  scneduled  in-country,  wno  tney  would  be  assigned  to  or 
wnere  tneir  duty  station  would  be.  The  advanced  p<rty  moved  into  Camp  alpha, 

90th  Repl  Bn,  Tan  bon  Bhut  APB,  baigon,  and  awaited  notification  of  their  assign- 
mient.  on  16  Bov  65,  the  party  received  word  that  the  48th  *vn  Go  would  be  assigned 
to  the  loth  *vn  Bn  at  Dong  x>a  Thin  end  they  hopped  a  has  aboard  an  > .ir  force 
C-130  to  Cam  Eanh  air  Force  Base.  Their  personal  end  company  equipment,  to  include 
classified  documents,  were  off  lotted  on  tho  runway  ana  the  C— 1 30  departed. 

Captain  Thurmond  contacted  10th  *vn  Bn  who  dispatched  a  helicopter  to  Cam  Ranh, 
captain  Thurmond  ana  Lt  kagan  flew  to  Dong  ka  Thin  to  coordinate  with  the  CO,  10th 
Am  Bn.  Captain  Rosengrant  and  the  aavanoed  party  (minus)  remained  overnight  at 
Csu  Hanh  and  Joined  the  others  on  18  Nov  in  Dong  Ba  Thin.  Coordination  wufl  coir* 
plated  with  Lt  Col  Olney,  wno  informed  them  that  the  48th  avn  go  advance  porty 
with  the  aircraft  had  been  in  Cam  Rann  but  had  departed  for  Vung  Tau  (see  ofcgp  2). 
Lt  Col  Olney,  Captain  Thurmond  ana  Lt  Lagan,  on  17  Lor  65,  flew  a  helicopteqf  to 
Phea  hong  to  reconnoitcr  a  location  for  the  48th  avn  Co.  Coordination  wosm&he 
with  Colonel  B  h  hattlick,  the  air  Foroe  Commander,  and  Colonel  Timothy,  00,  1st 
koe,  101st  mbn  Div,  ana  tne  area  they  agreed  upon  was  an  area  approximately  five 
acre#  in  size  <~nci  located  Bast  of  the  Buu  Son  airstrip,  bn  the  20th  the  advanced 


yaexj  convoyed  iron  _cng  zt.  Thin  to  Phi-n  kang  m  a  ^  ton  cno  5/4  ton  truoic  they 
-'drrowea  xroi_  toe  lath.  *.vn  nn.  Passing  xnrougn  the  village  ox*  then  ksng  they  con- 
straight  ut  Timp  Gnan  where  they  should  have  turned  right.  ..iter  rsanlizing 
their  nistoxe  an  a  in  the  process  oi  turning  around,  the  2£  ton  truck  reosiVsd  fire 
Tron  &  sniper.  This  was  the  first  incident  vnere  the  4Qth  aviation  Conpany  re¬ 
ceived  hostile  fire,  no  injuries  were  sustained  cre  "the  group  continued  to  the 
military  confound  at  rhan  ham?. 


The  tiUViiicfcd  party  enoiiiced  with  the  air  -sores,  vno  at  that  tine  aoountea  to 
an  advanced  pi.rty  in  Then  ziong  with  only  a  few  tents  erected.  The  uavanoea 
party  neasurea  off  ana  stilted  out  the  company  are;  .  ..-ay  arranged  fion  the  air 

j'orce  to  have  cots,  tents  and  water  for  tne  coap  ,  -n  t.ieir  arrival.  They 

coordinated  with  the  101st  non  aiv  (also  new  in  -x  -  ;  raid  a  field  kitchen, 

complete  with  lire  unit,  pots,  ana  pins,  was  oct.i— a.  -u.tions  were  also  orawn 
fron  the  101st.  an  23  Bov  65  Cap t, in  koaengrant  arranged  &  flight  froa  nha  Ircng 
zo  baigon  to  link  up  with  hajor  hropny  and  the  advanced  party  accompanying  the 
air  oral  t,  ana  to  arrange  for  three  company  aircraft  to  meet  the  min  body  in  t 
iianh  on  the  a6fh.  Captain  Thurmond  net  the  coup  any  aboard  the  Ui&b  Geiger  in 
Tan  kanh  Pa y  ana  oriefed  the  company  commander  on  the  new  location.  Cowpeny 
officers  were  maxing  bets  on  whether  or  not  Captain  Thurmond  would  mke  it  up  the 
side  of  the  ship  vis  its  rope  laaaer.  It  wen  a  struggle  but  Captain  Thurmond  made 
it. 

Charm  ilYJBi  4  STM  *Vli  Co  (AhL)  AaklVES  ?BjJ*  kakG 

The  49th  avn  Co,  upon  t-rrival  at  Phan  Kang  on  26  hov  65,  moved  into  air  Force 
tents  arranged  ior  then  by  tne  advanced  party.  She  first  three  days  in  Phan  Kang, 
the  officers,  ^CO's,  and  Si  ell  were  issued  axes,  nachettes,  and  other  tools  and 
everyone  pitched  in  to  attempt  to  clear  the  trees  and  underbrush  froa  the  ares 
which  was  to  be  their  new  none.  On  JO  Nov  65  the  48th  avn  Co  moved  out  of  the 
Air  Farce  tents  end  into  their  partially  cleared  area.  Company  personnel  continued 
to  clear  the  oompeny  area  and  as  sufficient  space  was  cleared,  aircraft  were  fer¬ 
ried  froa  Vung  Tan  at  the  rate  of  three  par  day  until  all  tlr croft  were  relocated 
to  Phan  Kang.  The  first  casualty  far  the  48th  in  Vietnam  was  Captain  Paul  B. 
Lalumiere  Jr  when  no  received  a  light  injury  from  a  maohette  during  the  clearing 
operations.  It  Jack  Korns,  while  working  at  clearing  operations,  encountered  one 
of  the  many  poisonous  snakes  in  the  area.  The  coup  any  soon  employed  approximately 
200  coolies  to  6et  th6  clearing  operation  under  way.  Throughout  the  first  few 
weeks  while  the  48th  was  clearing  the  land  ana  building  tneir  caip  the  monsoon 
rains  were  in  full  force  ana  tney  workea,  at«,  ana  slept  in  mua  up  to  their  knees. 
Before  getting  settled  at  their  new  hone,  the  Phan  Kang  kxCV  beotor  havisor  warned 
then  that  a  Viet  Cong  attnok  was  inninent.  Un  2  Deo  65  the  pilots  evacuated  the 
aircraft  to  Kong  Ka  Thin  where  they  stayed  with  the  117th  and  1 29th  airmobile 
companies  for  two  nights.  Throughout  the  reminder  of  December  it  beoane  a  nightly 
procedure  to  evacuate  the  aircraft  to  the  101st  airborne  Division  contonenent  area 
and  the  crews  billeted  with  units  of  the  101st.  The  early  part  of  December  was 
spent  clearing  the  company  area,  digging  foxholes,  erecting  tents  and  sons  United 
flying  missions. 

On  21  Keo  65  the  48th  conducted  its  first  coup  any  si*ed  airmobile  operation 
when  it  admini s trat iv ely  lifted  n/2/502nd  hbn  Inf  from  Phan  Kang  to  the  shore  of 
tba  South  China  bea  sons  1 5  niles  hast,  ana  ruturnea  to  Phen  Kang  with  <y2/502nd 
oJhi  Inf.  Ten  UH-IK's  and  four  bM-IB's  (gunships)  took  part  in  the  exercise. 


5 


,a  22  Decemoer,  1-a.jor  malph  W.  *4roman  cecame  uperations  Officer. 

,n  23  Decemoer,  ..a.ior  iroman  ana  C40  Geer  experienced  the  first  engine  fail¬ 
ure  in  Vietnam,  -hey  put  the  ship  down  in  a  rice  paady  without  a  sratch  and  were 
niickiy  rescued. 

On  27  Dec  65,  twenty- three  aoor  gunners  were  assigned  to  the  46th  Avn  Co  by 
;he  iOth  Avn  isn.  CWO  Temple  and  WO  Fisher  departed  for  Tuy  roa  with  a  C&C  ship 
:o  support  the  117"th  Airmobile  Company. 

On  29  December,  the  46th  Avn  Co  completed  its  t'if'ot  operational  combat  mis¬ 
sion,  with  the  extraction  of  bodies  from  a  crashec  7  aircraft.  The  aircraft 
had  been  lost  in  the  mountains  approximately  16  milts  couth  of  Phan  Hang.  Sarlier 
attempts  by  another  Airmobile  Company  to  rescue  the  bodies  had  been  driven  off  by 
anemy  fire.  The  2/3 27th  Abn  Inf  Bn  conducted  a  combat  assault  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  crash  site  to  secure  the  area,  however,  numerous  enemy  remained.  Captain 
Arthur  hoen  and  1LT  Robert  £•  Smith  had  been  flying  C&C  for  the  2/3 27th  and  vc!i 
teered  to  attempt  the  extraction.  They  successfully  accomplished  this  diffictu* 
mission  under  extremely  hazardous  conditions.  Both  46th  Avn  Co  pilots  received 
the  alt  hedal  with  "V”  device  and  were  the  first  members  of  the  40th  Avn  Co  to  be 
decorated  for  heroism. 

Also  on  29  Dec,  Captain  Carl  R.  Jones,  Captain  horris  K.  bteenson,  Captain 
Donald  R.  Kelsey,  and  CWO  Dominik  L.  Gucci one  departed  for  Tuy  Hoa  with  two  gun- 
ahips  to  augment  and  train  with  the  117th  Avn  Co  through  6  Jan  66.  The  first  time 
46th  aircraft  received  enemy  fire  was  when  these  crews  and  117th  pilots  were 
conducting  a  live  fire  exercise  in  a  designated  free  fire  area  west  of  Tuy  hoa  and 
while  undergoing  target  practice  an  enemy  sniper  within  close  vicinity  of  the 
target  fired  back  at  them.  There  was  no  damage  to  either  aircraft  or  crews. 

CHAPTER  SIX*  COI'jPAHY  IB  DECLaRHD  OPERATIONAL  -  1  JAN  66 

On  1  Jan  66  the  46th  Aviation  Company  (AhL)  was  declared  combat  operational 
by  the  CO,  Eiajor  Charles  H.  Drummond  Jr.  The  company  was  in-country  a  total  of 
only  3^  days  before  it  was  declared  combat  operational* 

At  0045  hours,  1  Jan  66,  the  48th  Avn  Co  crews  at  Tuy  Hoa  underwent  a  mortar 
attack.  The  Viet  Cong  landed  21  mortar  rounds  within  the  camp*  Fortunately  no 
personnel  were  injured. 

The  48th  Avn  Co  received  its  first  aircraft  hit  from  hostile  fire  on  2  Jan  66. 
Aircraft  f/084,  flown  by  Captain  Carl  Jones  reoeived  a  hit  from  small  arms  fire 
just  below  the  horizontal  stabilizer  while  escorting  a  medev&c  helicopter.  This 
occasion,  incidently,  happened  on  Captain  Jones1  birthday. 

After  rehearsing  for  three  days,  the  48th  avn  Co  pilots  put  out  the  101st 
Abn  Div  LRRP  (Longe  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol)  in  an  area  10  miles  SE  of  Phan 
Hang.  The  insertion  was  timed  for  approximately  1 5  minutes  remaining  light.  The 
helicopters  orbited  15  minutes  after  insertion  and  started  back  toward  home  base  vher. 
the  IRRP  made  an  emergency  call  to  the  48th  pilots  revesting  extraction  as  they 
were  heavily  engaged  in  a  fire  fight.  The  48th  Avn  Co  gunships,  led  by  hajor  LaVere 
W.  Bindrup,  suppressed  the  enemy  fixe  and  the  slicks  (UH-ID’s)  extracted  the  team. 
This  was  the  first  time  48th  Avn  Co  personnel  actively  engaged  the  enemy* 

4  Jan  661  (Phan  Rang)  gunships  attacked  a  Viet  Cong  platoon  sighted  in  the 
ooen  o.y  the  101st  LRRP.  ..fter  the  gun  ship  attack,  48th  Avn  Co  aircraft  lifted  a 
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platoon  of  lolst  ..bn  Inf  troops  to  the  battle  site.  The  LRRP  reported  having 
3l>*GrYea  two  ox  curt  loaus  of  bodies  being  r&^ovea  after  the  gun  ship  attack.  The 
official  estmate  was  12  YC  UR*  (Silled  by  aircraft). 

4-7  Jan  66  *  (Than  Rang)  The  coupany  received  its  Tu&E  equipment.  Repair 
parts  had  been  in-country  but  had  not  been  delivered  to  Than  Rang  prior  to  tnis 


8  Jan  66  s  Captains  kelsey  ana  oteenson  (097)  ,  Captain  Cleuens  and  CWO  Ijorkle 

(085) »  1LT  Green  ana  CWO  2-iorris  (093)  were  called  tc  baigon  to  reinforce  the  155th 
avn  Co  with  gunehips  on  Operation  Criup.  The  open  u  .n  required  10  aimobile 
companies  with  over  fircraft  ana  two  couple  tc  —f  entry  brigades  (1st  Div  end 

25th  lav)  were  heli-liftea.  large  battle  tooK  _„I  cc  on  9  J*<n  66.  The  first  LZ 
in  which  tne  48th  j.vn  Co  gun  pilots  provided  pre-strike  fires  end  arued  escort  had 
4  of  7  gunsnips  severely  aouuged  by  nostile  fire.  The  three  48th  aircraft  were 
the  three  not  receiving  hits.  'Twelve  .50  cal  uacnine  guns  were  captured  by  t. 
ground  troops  in  tnis  LZ.  The  48th  gun  ships  escorted  troop  carrying  RH-lR’s  .  ' 

a  total  of  t.-ree  aaciticnal  Lz’s  ana  aircraft  were  severely  damaged  frou  nost 
fire  in  each,  but  niraculously  tne  48th  again  sustained  no  hits.  The  crews  re¬ 
turned  to  Than  nong  on  the  10th  with  their  first  real  test  of  coubat  flying.  The 
sane  crews  deported  the  following  day  again  for  Tuy  hoa  and  again  to  support  the 
117th  *vn  Co  during  Operation  Jefferson  in  conjunction  with  the  ROK.  (Republic  of 
Korea)  brigade. 

9  Jan  66*  SO  5>  pera  19,  hq,  10th  avn  Bn,  nineteen  security  personnel  were 
assignee  to  the  46th  avn  Co.  Within  a  week  the  security  personnel  totalled  31  ana 
were  forued  into  a  security  platoon.  Their  mission  was  to  provide  physical  secu¬ 
rity  for  the  48th  avn  Co. 

12  Jan  66 »  At  1300  hours  the  48th  ovn  Co  departed  Than  Rang  for  Tuy  noa  with 
6  UE-IR's  ana  3  UH-IB’s  to  reinforce  the  129th  avn  Co  on  Operation  Jefferson. 

This  becaue  the  first  sustained  support  of  a  coubat  operation  by  the  48th  uvn  Co 
ana  this  date  set  off  t.  long  ana  still  continuing  chain  of  coubat  support  opera¬ 
tions.  un  12  Jan  the  1st  airlift  Platoon  departed  Than  Rang  for  bong  Ixcn  to  sup¬ 
port  the  2/327th  Abn  Jnf  Bn  on  a  c 01  hat  operation.  The  first  platoon  rejoined  the 
coupany  at  Tuy  Hoa  South  .airfield.  The  bervioe  Platoon  was  split  between  Tuy  Boa 
?nd  Phan  Rang  and  the  390th  Ret  (-)  renamed  at  Phan  nang  os  aid  the  aduinistra- 
tive  sections  of  the  coupany.  Ruxing  txiis  operation  aircraft  were  returned  to 
Than  Rang  for  PE's  end  uujor  uaintenance.  The  crews  accoupmied  their  aircraft 
to  Phan  Rang  for  TE  and  were  allowed  to  rest  during  the  tine  the  aircraft  under¬ 
went  uuintencnce. 

CiLirTi&t  buVBhi  OTidtuTlOR  ■VaR  BRRjsh/HfaRRISOHi  TRY  HQa 

The  46th  Avn  Co  was  in  general  support  of  both  Operation  Van  Buren  (18  Jaa- 
20  Feb  66)  and  operation  Harrison  (21  Feb  -  15  inr  66)  with  priority  of  uissions 
going  to  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  101st  Airborne  Rivision.  fissions  were  received 
by  the  10th  uvn  Bn  at  the  CbCC  ( C01  .bat  Support  Coordination  Center)  and  relayed 
to  the  couponies.  The  coupany  was  briefea  that  elements  of  the  95th  PRYB  (Peoples 
Amy  of  Vietnon)  Regiuent,  the  3rd  Viet  Cong  Regiuent  end  local  Viet  Cong  couyaniea 
ware  known  to  be  operating  north  end  west  of  Tuy  Boa.  The  uajor  friendly  units 
in  the  area  were  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  101st  /nr borne  Rivision,  a  Republic  of 
Korea  rrigt  ae,  and  the  47th  zR VII  (arty  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnau)  Regiuent.  The 
48th  uvn  Co  supported  all  three  friendly  eleuents  frou  18  Jan  -  15  friur  6$, 
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The  moth  mvn  Co  jeileu  as  a  lighting  team  at  Tuy  tea.  They  fast  etxntd  the 
reputation  i.r  rendering  ti,  eiy  anu  professional  c.viation  support  to  ground  troops 
ranging  from  simple  one  snip  supply  i-issiens  to  leading  multi-company  night  combat 
assaults  into  insecure  landing  zones. 

The  48th  x.vn  Co,  remaining  in  the  fielo  on  direct  comb<.t  support  operations 
fron  10  Jen  -  15  iax  66,  established  a  new  record  for  the  numoer  of  cays  of  sus¬ 
tained  combat  support  iron  ^  field  location  by  on  airmobile  company.  statistically 
tne  43th,  on  their  first  combat  support  operations,  achieved  an  impressive  record. 
Luring  tnis  perioa,  tne  43th  avn  Co  led  the  l^rgost  right  helicopter  assault  on 
recoru.  Thirty  six  (56)  UH-II/'s  iron  three  co_p,  ni  r  r  escorted  by  twelve  (12) 
gunships.  The  mission  was  to  lift  two  battalion  -  n  1st  Tde,  101st  abn  Liv 
commencing  at  0100  hours  to  exploit  the  efxects  *,1  .-54  boohing  raid.  This 

assault  was  accomplished  by  infiltrating  a  patnfi  ULd-  “the--.  which  lighted  the  land¬ 
ing  zone* 


on  2  .ciLoruexy  tne  48th  _vn  Co  set  another  record  by  lifting  the  largest  i1- 
bar  of  troops  (2400)  and  c.xgo  (100  tons)  into  the  largest  assortment  of  lane, 
zones  (15)  in  the  History  of  the  Vietnam  war.  This  w as  accomplished  with  tighten 
(18)  La-1  L' s  (six  from  the  117th  avn  Co).  The  average  pilot  on  that  oay  flew  over 
nine  hours* 

(10  Jan  -  15  lnr  66) 


Total  hours  flown  1 » 879*  3° 

Total  sorties  flown  1 9 » 524 

Total  cargo  lifted  857  tons 

Total  passengers  carried  15*  524 

Lumber  of  aircraft  hit  by  enemy  fire  11 

Lumber  of  aircraft  shot  down  by  enemy  fire  2 

Lumber  of  aircraft  destroyed  by  enemy  fire  1 

Lumber  of  Viet  Cong  kBh  29  confirmed 

8  estimated 


yiantity  of  ammo  expended 
7 .62mm 
40mm 

2*75  inch  rockets 

JP-4  fuel  consumed 

Lumber  of  crew  members  wdunued 


340,300  rounds 
1 ,068  rounds 
4,977  rockets 
250,619  gallons 
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Th6  48th  **vn  Co  returned  to  Than  hang  from  Tuy  Her.  and  remained  at  home 
station  from  15  Mar  -  11  apr  66.  Luring  tuis  period  the  company  maintained  five 
aircraft  with  crews  in  Lha  Trang  in  support  of  iu.,  Field  Forces  1.  .  **t  rmme 

station  emphasis  was  placed  on  performing  maintenance  of  aircraft  vehicles  and  in 
improving  the  living  conditions  at  Tnan  Lang.  Luring  this  period  the  officers 
constructed  an  officers  club.  The  club  is  of  frame  structure  with  a  concrete  floor 
jnd  corregatea  steel  roofing,  iiployees  of  RMR  Construction  comprny  rendered  in¬ 
valuable  services  and  material  in  building  the  club.  Captain  Jahn  Jenks  was  the 
first  appointed  club  officer  and  he  supervised  the  construction  effort  md  conduc¬ 
ted  the  necessary  correspondence  to  establish  a  legal  officers  open  mess. 


The  commend  of  the  48th  mvn  Co  was  tempoxarily  assumed  by  Major  Millie  k. 
Smith  from  17-51  Taxch  1966.  Major  Charles  n.  Lrummona  Jr  re-assumed  command  of 
the  48th  *vn  Co  on  31  i'arch  1966.  Major  Harry  Mck  Roper  Jr  assumed  command  of  the 
company  from  Major  Lrummena  on  4  Lpril  1966. 


Cm  the  2na  ana  J>rc  of  april  1966  the  48th  mvn  Co  proviaea  seven  LH-1L 
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weliccptirs  _  ;*,?o  oa-1B  ax_oc  helicopters  m  support  ox  the  161st  mirfobile  Co 

mo  were  su  m  .-ting  tne  1st  Gmv  AegT  !Rukj  :n  operations  against  two  .iivVn  »iet 
;dng  nc*ttcmons  o  t-j 1  / .t. **  —  f'~  w t tni r.  rwenty  ..—1.*— etor  soua.re  ix.rtnwest  vx  1 *mn • 

-ifiM.  This  snort  opeia.tion  prvVva  tc  he  woe  ex'  the  nottost  engagements  the  48th 
-.vn  Oc  had  paxticiputea  in  up  tv  tiu.t  tine,  jour  UH-1D  ena  one  uH-13  helicopters 
received  direct  hits,  .ne  aircrc.it  returned  with  ever  forty  entry  ncies  in  the 
oirircne  cuisec  iron  u  u~rtcx  rouna  exploding  close  to  the  circle  ft.  statistically 
txies e  nine  circrr.it  completed  c  bi g  jo-b  for  a  roc  cny  period. 


Toted  sorties  flown 

Total  troops  carried 

Toted  cargo  liftod 

Total  troops  neaicaiiy  evacuated 

Toted  enemy  KBx. 

Total  hours  flignt  tine 

X O td  c—.x  -  —  r-  r*- ’  v*xOv  o 
7  •  6  2nn 

*8X1- 

2.75  inch  rackets 


71  c 

✓  1  ^ 

bb6 

pl.9  tons 
9  li.b. 

r 

O 

34*00 

3200  rounos 
3uQ  rounds 
8  rockets 


GnurTbR  hIGhli  THh  liblT  GxuJbT  dd  LOTTO 


Shortly  alter  assuming  cc;n.nu,  liajor  it. per  designee  a  Cvimpny  crest.  The 
background  fvr  the  crest  is  a  ‘'blue  stir"  bordered  in  gold,  derived  fron  the 
original  (iia  still-in-effect  unit  call  sign,  centered  inside  the  blue  Stax  axe  tne 
minerals  "48"  in  white  letters  with  black  trin.  Lettered  in  red  on  a  white 
scroll  below  the  Blue  btar  is  the  unit  notto  "bklLL  LOT  LbCk"  adsc  contriveu  by 
i-jajor  Roper.  Upvn  axrivfd  in  country  inu  prior  to  assuxxng  cotmund  of  the  48th, 
1'ia.jor  Roper  was  repeatedly  told  of  the  any  successful  opermti ns  by  the  newly 
formed  48th  ..vn  Co,  of  whicn  nst  Svurces  contributed  their  success  to  pure  luck, 
dter  but  a.  brief  period  with  the  company,  Lag  or  Roper  realized  that  it  was  skill, 
not  luck,  wnich  accounted  for  the  48th  avn  Co's  success  tnd  hence  tne  company  notto 
originated.  The  Blue  btar  has  becone  a  symbol  of  strong  pride  among  the  members 
of  the  48th  avn  Co.  Bach  aircraft  acorns  a  blue  btar  trinned  in  gold  _n  its  tf.il 
section,  and  tno  non  in  the  company  proudly  wear  the  Blue  btar  patch  on  their 
right  breast  pocket.  The  gun  platoon,  known  by  their  call  sign  as  the  "Jokers" 
have  altered  tne  basic  48th  avn  Co  crest  by  planing  in  green  letters  the  w^ra 
"Joker"  on  the  white  background  above  the  scroll.  Tne  nenbers  of  tne  286th  heli¬ 
cal  letachment  have  altered  their  crest  slightly  by  naving  emorciderec  on  the 
wnite  background  a  red  cross  ’with  the  minerals  236  in  blacjc  just  a.'bove  the  red 
cross. 


CaiPTiR  iiHilii  uPHiixTlCh  nUoTIL  II 

mfter  the  snort  breather  in  Phan  Rang  the  48th  avn  Co  again  took  tc  the  field, 
this  tine  tney  uoved  South  to  Phan  Thiet,  RV1»,  and  again  were  in  gvnerad  support 
of  tne  1st  bue,  101st  abn  biv,  anu  in  aiicct  support  of  the  1st  bn,  327th  mbn  Inf, 

1st  Bee,  101st  kbn  Idv.  There  were  reported  ’widespread  Viet  Cong  terrorist  acti¬ 
vities  vest  and  north  of  Phan  Thiet.  .  operation  austin  II  was  c mulcted  in  two 
phases.  Phase  I  (11-1 9  apx  66)  was  conducted  to  the  west  of  Phan  Thiet.  The 
aotirity  of  Phase  I,  with  the  exception  of  two  large  combat  assaults,  was  primarily  fu 
support  of  snadl  units  conducting  searen  aac  destroy  missions.  .assaults  with  from 
two  to  five  aircraft  were  na.ee  into  dispersed  confined  lancing  zones.  Phase  II 
( 20-25  npr  66)  kicked  oxf  ’with  the  48th  man  Cv  miking  a  night  combat  assault 
carrying  425  troops  of  the  1/327 th  ion  Inf  Bn  into  three  L2's  approximately  40 


-.lies  nvrta  of  Phon  -hist.  ,.u.a  u~ oration  vent  or.  recuru  aa  the  largest  night 
ronbat  assault  cmouctec  07  m  aimociie  coup any  m  tae  History  ci  the  vietnac* 

rsr. 


For  the  rename. er  of  Phase  II  cl  nxstin  II  the  48th  4<n  Co  stewed  its  air¬ 
craft  fron  a  forward  base  of  operations,  (SF  Caiip  Luong  b-n)  aid  during  daylight 
murs  ronnined  m  mreciate  standby.  ..3  the  Infantry  troops  developed  the  eneny 
situation  the  48th  provided  troop  lift,  ro-suppiy,  one  aruea  helicopter  support, 
statistical  results  of  the  48th  at  Co  support  of  ..ustin  II  are  as  follows! 


■Total  hours  flown 

Total  sorties  flwWn 

Total  cargo  liftea 

Total  passengers  carried 

Total  aircraft  iiit  by  eneny  fire 

btructures  dcragoa 

btructures  destroyed 

Total  VC  LB*.  (confimeo) 

Crew  nenbers  Wounded 
lioergency  Ledical  evac 
Total  amx.  expended 
7  *  62i  n 
40nn 

2.75  inch  rockets 
Jj?-^  fuel  consulted 


767 
2794 
78  tons 
3946 

4 

47 

66 

13 

1 

6 

183,000  rounds 
3,300  retinas 
487  rockets 
57,790  gallons 


On  24  *pril  1966,  while  in  general  support  of  Operation  austin  II,  the  48th 
~vn  Co  received  a  nission  of  direct  support  to  the  2nd  bn,  44th  Inf  Hegt  (ARYh) 
for  a  conbat  assault  into  an  LZ  approxinately  20  nilee  south  of  Phan  'Thiet.  The 
gunsnips  nade  a  pro-strike  of  the  LZ  but  crew  n^  fire.  Inbound  to  the  LZ  aircraft 
776,  piloted  by  CWU’s  Villiar  hoore  and  Ton  Paulson,  experienced  an  engine  failure. 
The  two  pilots  expertly  autorotated  their  aircraft  without  dcaage  to  the  aircraft 
or  injury  to  the  Yietnonose  troops  aboard,  following  the  troop  lift  a  gunship 
escorting  e  UH-1D  on  a  resupply  nission  received  four  nits.  No  injuries  were 
sustained  by  crew  nenbers. 


Total  sorties  flown 
Total  troops  carried 
Total  cargo  lifted 
Total  hours  flown 
Total  anno  expended 
7  •  62m. 

40  nn 

2.75  inch  rockets 

CHJPTHt  Thhs  UffbUTeo.  UbTIL  VI  (29 


114 
122 
1  ton 
44*30 

12,260  rounds 
250  rounos 
56  ruckets 

t.pr  -  18  hay  66) 


The  conpany,  conpieting  operation  austin  II,  broke  c<np  and  leaded  their 
squipnent  aboard  ub  *ir  Force  C-130  transports  ax  the  Phan  Thiet  cirfiela  and  were 
flown  to  an  airstrip  at  Khon  Cc  near  the  Gahbodian  border.  The  air  crews  loaded 
their  aircraft  with  personal  eouipnent  me  were  able  to  4 ON  at  Phan  bang  enroute 
to  hhon  Cc. 


Hie  t..  .-vir  tion  Con  any  wr,s  placed  in  direct  support  cf  the  1 /327th  ..bn 
Inf  in,  1st  Buc,  lulst  nbn  Biv  vith  the  additional  rission  of  general  support  to 
the  1st  Bee,  101st  ion  ldv  end  the  43th  Inf  Hegt  (i_hVB) .  m  eneuy  force  of 
unknown  size  was  operating  ai^ng  the  Cmbwdian  border  utilizing  trails  to  infil¬ 
trate  personnel  me  equipment  free  north  Vietnam  into  South  Vietnrn.  ihe  weather 
until  1000  hour 8  was  generally  overcast  with  ceilings  froa  100  t-  200  feet  me  1 
rile  visibility,  lifting  to  froa  50O  to  1000  foet  until  1 500  hours  and  1800  hours 
caily.  ihe  terrain  over  which  the  ccapany  operated  varied  froa  1 30O  iiL  to  2J00 
hai.  The  prepeneexmee  of  the  area  was  caver  to  by  heavy  jungle  vegetation  vtry- 
ing  in  height  froa  100  to  I50  feet,  ihe  ccnpmy  eotaeiisaed  its  coop  within  the 
pexiaeter  ri  a  newly  foraea  Special  Forces  Co  p.  _v.ng  conditions  were  severely 
crowded  due  to  the  lack  of  space,  hevly  rtcrui  .  .  tapnard  CIBG  (Civilian 

Irregular  defense  Group)  coapmies  with  tneir  i. .  ..n  0  aajoea  the  periaeter  sur¬ 
rounding  the  48th  j»vn  Go. 

The  48th  aviation  pilots  experienced  increased  difficulty  in  low  level  r  i- 
gation  over  the  wense  jingle.  It  was  also  discovered  that  the  uense  jungle 
canopies  reduced  the  effectiveness  cf  eneay  fire,  la  bad  weather  and  at  nip. 
flares  proved  especially  valuable  in  helping  the  pilots  find  khon  Co  airfield. 

The  first  truop  lift  for  the  1  /327th  Infantry  battalion  occurred  m  1  fray 
66.  'The  Bn  w <us  lifted  into  Lp  Savannah  (TU628465)  and  the  48th  avn  Co  provided 
aaaunitim,  re-supply  ana  troop  lift  capability  froa  the  khon  Co  airfield  through 
9  Kay  66.  luring  the  period  9— 16  Lay  66,  the  l/327th  nbn  Inf  Bn  operated  their 
base  of  operations  froa  Bu  Gia  hap  airfield  which  is  WSW  ri  Khon  Co  approxiaately 
20  riles.  Five  UH-IB's  and  2  liH-lB's  were  maintained  on  strip  alert  during  the 
dry  at  Bu  Gin  Lap  airfield  for  resupply  and  idnor  troop  neves. 


Statistical  Bata 


Combat  sorties  flown 
Troops  moved 


Taaunition  expenditures 
7 . 62aa 
40aa 

2.75  inch  rockets 
Total  flight  time 

CBriTkn  BLBVTiu  STUB  OFF  al  CHBO  KxXJ 


2386 

3587  U.s. 

600  kon-U.S. 

45,700  rounds 
600  rounds 
232  rockets 
854*5  hours 


gain  the  48th  avn  Co  (jjfrL)  packed  their  gecr,  struck  their  tents  and  leaded 
their  equipment  on  USoF  C-I30  pallets  for  air  transport.  On  20  h*y  66  the 
air  crews  with  their  Hueys  packed  down  with  personal  equipnent  md  tents  dapaartM 
Hhoa  for  than  Hang.  The  orews  were  afforded  the  opportunity  of  staying  4  days 
end  3  nights  at  "home".  ‘The  roaninder  of  the  coapmy  stayed  at  khon  Co  until 
all  unit  equipnent  was  loaded  aboard  C-I50  aircraft  and  they  then  proceeded 
directly  to  Cheo  Keo,  the  next  base  of  operations. 

The  air  crews  took  full  advantage  of  being  back  in  Phan  nang,  which  by  this 
tice  was  becoring  more  of  a  fable  then  a  reality  to  nost  Blue  bt<.rs.  The  new 
officers  club,  wnich  you  recall  wm  constructed  by  unit  personnel  as  were  ell 
oihsti  structures  claimed  by  the  48tn,  was  the  sight  of  two  rather  gey  parties. 

It  was  the  first  opportunity  for  the  officers  to  relax  md  enjoy  their  own  club. 
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The  c-mpiny  closed  Cheo  neo  on  24  hay  ana  started  again  the  now  routigs 
procedure  ox  erecting  tents,  sunt  bogging  tneir  tents,  digging  foxncies,  asking 
latrines  <na  a  shower  point,  erecting  mass  tents  one  a  mitchen  end  esisJKGLshr- 
.dag  operations*. 

The  40th.  mvn  Co  was  ogam  in  support  of  the  1st  Bde,  101st  non  m±T.  doth 
unit*  were  at  Cheo  heo  to  participate  in  Operation  Trooper  which  never  took  place, 
-he  48th’ s  tenure  at  Cheo  Heo  was  abruptly  curtailed  by  orders  to  again  break 
•jeep  end  neve.  hue  to  tactical  eonsiuerations  by  higher  heat  quarters  \he  101st 
me  10th  i*vn  £to,  parent  unit  ox  the  48th  avn  Co,  were  to  proceed  without  ceiay  to 
Bek  To.  The  48  th  was  encamped  at  Cheo  Eeo  only  si  -  -  ys  (24  -  iny)  and  no 
significant  operations  were  conducted. 

CEfirTiS  TWELVE*  Ml  TOj  KmEOHCPhlKT  W  TuUhCEOiiG}  CPEBmTIUK  kuWTBBiQfE  (1-20  Jun 

56)}  OBfltUTIUN  (24  Jun  -  14  Jul  66) 

The  43th  assault  Helicopter  Company  (UH-1)(i)  (the  new  (designation  for  f  xr 
hnmbiie  companies  preposea  by  Brigadier  General  Seneff,  Commanding  General,  .  t 
Elation  Brigade  end  hanoe  officially  adopted)  closed  at  Bale  To  on  JO  Kay  1966* 

Oak  3o  located  approximately  50  miles  north  of  Bon  tun  City  in  the  Vietnamese 
Central  highlmus.  The  48th  established  their  ccxro  at  Bak  Tc  ffl  airstrip  which 
is  an  cbuiooned  airstrip  approximately  5  Kh  Hast  of  the  active  Bak  Tc  airfield, 
iJ,so  .the  sight  of  en  .omeriem  opeoiol  Forces  Camp.  Bak  To  ffl  was  reverently 
raf errec  to  as  "Old  Bak  To”.  Old  Bak  To  had  a  field  elevation  of  approximately 
2100  feet  liSL  end  was  situated  in  the  spansive  Bak  To  Valley.  The  surrounding 
countryside  was  mountainous  with  peaks  varying  from  JOOQ  to  6000  feet  hSL.  Nuner- 
oua^  streams  flowed  in  the  valleys  providing  many  areas  -suitable  for  landing 
sights.  The  mountainous  terrain  was  covered  with  heavy  forest  and  dense  jungle 
ana  offered  very  few  landing  zones.  The  weatnor  was  generally  mild  with  the 
evening 8  quite  cool.  Burly  mornings  it  was  common  to  be  weathered  in  due  to  fog 
which  g  enexolly  rose  to  a  ceiling  of  1000  feet  by  0900  hours,  luring  midday  there 
normally  existed  t.  scattered  cloud  layer  from.  4000  to  6000  feet  hSL.  There  were 
occasional  thunder  showers  in  mid-afternoon,  but  the  soil  had  good  drainage  and 
there  was  no  real  problem  with  mua. 

The  company  was  forewarned  that  they  could  expect  to  remain  from  five  to  six 
months  at  Bak  To.  This  was  all  it  required  for  the  company  to  pull  together  and 
create  a  very  livable  camp,#  Throughout  the  exec,  their  existed  numerous  hontognara 
tribes  end  several  of  these  indigenous  personnel  were  employed  as  KP's  and  workers, 
several  impressive  hootches  were  constructed,  one  constructed  by  Captain  Vincent 
Htpoll  and  $irst  lieutenant  began  resembled  more  a  Swiss  Chalet  than  en  *rny  hex 
tent.  The  majors,  with  two  tents  jcinea,  hao  a  poren  with  x/  erne  me  canopy  ( para¬ 
chute)  end  several  large  banana  trees  adorning  tneir  front  yaru.  The  supporting 
artillery  units  found  the  48th  Blue  Stars  a  continuous  pest  as  they  begged,  borrowed 
and  stole  1G5mu  amijp  boxes.  With  the  boxes  they  built  wood  floors  for  the  mesa 
tent*  and  operations  tent  ana  within  two  weeks  nearly  ell  individual  tents  included 
wuoien  floors. 

3ince  Bak  To  was  nearly  a  three  htuy  flight  back  tc  Phan  hang  it  was  no  lcn- 
practical  to  perform*  PE’s  and  major  maintenance  from  home  base.  Fir  this 
ge&son  the  5$oth  Trans  Bet  end  the  rear  echelon  of  the  company  maintenance 
ufs^SBec  up  ana  jeanea  the  ubiquitous  Blue  Stars.  The  590fb  set  up  operations  at 
■otttftn,  just  North  of  the  l~cal  TiCV  compound,  .ircraxt  were  either  evacuated  or 
;1 GhA  to  kentum  when  manor  maintenance  w;.s  recurred. 


oper at i cm fly  tne  company  was  tcxkec  with  missions  immediately.  The  coiouny 
••nich  hm  now  Teen  t^euier  f  >r  nine  mmvcns  a: id  had  matured  c.a  a  fighting  unit 
tmi  Cc_Llcc  .a  to  perform  perhaps  their  moat  Cvi  mcing  tasks. 

-lie  24th  north  Vietnamese  naginent  hue  been  identified  end  was  operating  in 
the  cxtu  just  north  of  13ak  To.  The  104th  Vietnamese  negionul  force  0-  uji- 

ting  on  isolated  ^utp. st  at  Toumurung  (coorc  zb  1 38360)  had  been  xuxasseo  by  enemy 
.'ire  since  the  enc  vf  myril,  mu  for  the  past  six  coys  hud  been  unuer  sie-te.  The 
-mmeciute  enemy  force  esti,  atec  <.s  two  reinforced  north  Vietnamese  companies  were 
subjecting  tne  T.umorong  outpost  to  mcrtix  bothi x..mor.t  ana  hue  the  .uivL's  pinned 
wn  by  heavy  (12.7m.)  mucuine  gun  fire  iron  five  _J  c:i_oufluged  mu  fortified 
positions.  The  Vietnamese  outpost  was  necx  e..:.p  ■  ...  . .  .  .ustion  of  supplies  one 

the  conger  of  being  overrun  was  10-  or.ent. 

on  1  Jun  66  tne  48th  -.ssuult  helicopter  Gonpxny  received  from  the  10th  Corn'-  at 
„.viution  .battalion  the  mission  of  reinforcing  the  Toumcrong  outpost  with  64  Vic 
namese  lungers  string  at  kuntum. 


n  re  cornu  issance  flight  of  two  armed  liH-IB’s  end  the  GacC  ( Comand  &  Contrcx) 
aircraft  were  aisputcheu  to  Toumorong  to  ascertain  the  enemy ’  s  proximity,  possible 
landing  zones,  flight  routes  mu  to  craw  enony  fire  to  confirm  intelligence  reports, 
-.y  high  recon  it  was  determined  that  the  best  flight  route  would  be  along  the  river 
located  in  a  valley  Ilk  of  the  finger  of  the  riage  line  where  the  beleaguered 
Vietnamese  outpost  was  located.  luring  lew  reconnaissance  the  two  an.ee  snips  drew 
intense  machine  gun  fire  from  two  locations  on  u  hill  to  the  uorth  overlooking  the 
samp.  The  emed  aircraft  conducted  rccon  by  fire  for  approximately  five  minutes. 
They  ascertained  tnat  the  enemy  was  well  cug  in,  witn  continuous  observation  mo 
fields  of  fire  of  the  only  available  Lb  wnich  was  within  the  confines  of  the  out¬ 
post  proper. 


light  UH-Ili's,  five  lln-IB'gunships  and  1  C&C  snip  took  port  in  lifting  the  64 
Vietnamese  Rmgers  ma  20UO  pounds  ^f  supplies  into  Toumorong  cutpcst.  The  troops 
were  picked  up  at  kcntum  mu  ferried  forth  in  staggered  trail ,  flights  of  two  with 
a  15  second  interval  between  flights,  four  sorties  of  rl-b  fighter  aircraft  failed 
to  silence  the  enemy 1  s  machine  guns.  The  five  bn-IB's  preceeaed  the  flight  by  five 
minutes  me  conducted  m  intense  pre-strike  end  tmen  formed  on  the  inbound  bh^-ID's 
ma  escorted  them  into  the  4506)  foot  pinnacle  lanoine  zone,  attempting  to  divert  the 
enemj,  fixe  from  the  troop  laden  snips  mu  to  provide  suppressive  fire.  Luring  the 
appromh  into  the  landing  zone  me  in  the  LZ  the  helicopters  were  under  heavy  fire. 
The  combat  assault  was  successfully  completed,  but  one  bia-1B  and  one  DH-lB  had 
sustained  carnage  from  hostile  fixe. 

The  f.llowing-  morning  on  2  Jun  66,  the  48th  AHC  received  the  mission  of  deli¬ 
vering  1 200  pounds  of  cargo  me  a  signal  reLy  team  of  13  men  from  the  101st  air¬ 
borne  division  who  were  to  become  an  important  communications  link  for  Operation 
Havthume  which  was  just  nicking  off.  mjtdn  throughout  the  night  the  Touncrcng 
outpost  nac  been  unaer  heavy  attack.  Three  Un-IB's  ma  five  bh-lb's  accomplished 
the  missim.  ..s  tne  armeci  helicopters  begm  striking  the  enemy  positions  the  first 
flight  started  tneir  approach  under  intense  hostile  fire.  Tne  pilot  of  the  lead 
-ircraxt,  wo  Jimmie  burn,  was  hit  by  enemy  fire  seconds  x-f  ter  landing  in  the  lancing 
zone.  Tne  other  aircraft  continued  to  lend  in  spite  of  he<  v y  enemy  fire,  when 
the  two  aircraft  loadou  with  cxxgo  lmceu  the  ground  troops  recently  lmaea  were 
jinnee  down.  The  46th  AHC  crew  cniefs  ma  gunners  displayed  exceptional  bravery 
when  they  left  their  machine  gun  stations  ana  unloaded  the  1200  pounds  of  axiti cully 
neeaed  c.xgo.  Tne  mission  was  successfully  accouplisheu  but  live  of  the  aircraft 
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article— i:-:  m  the  lift  received  or,  u-stiie  fire.  ,ne  un~1B  received 

-Tajcr  u.,*#  the  ur-lx/'s  receive*..  numerous  tats  througnuut  the  cabin  seoticns 

pad  ti.il  -he  pilot,  ‘,.0  buna,  was  w .unaec  in  the  right  forearm  tad  evacuated 

“0  the  x'ielu  n. spital  at  Bleiku.  it  ivunn  was  also  hit  in  nis  chest  protector, 

'nice  sc-.vec  nis  life.  Crew  chief,  SB  5  aarien.  h.  Kohnert  was  wounded  by  sohrepnel 
hi  the  oack  wi  both  hones.  he  was  treated  at  the  48th  jjuC  dispensary  one  x-tumec 
to  uuty. 

These  heroic  actions  by  the  crews  of  the  48th  nHC,  wuo  displayed  exceptional 
-svotion  to  duty  one  professional  skill,  were  resumtsible  idr  the  successful  re¬ 
inforcement  of  the  besieged  Toun-rong  vutpest  or*  1  or  06  end  f„r  emplacing  en 
important  signal  relay  team  the  following  oay. 

Throughout  Operation  Hawthorne,  which  c  vmmence  _  ~n  1  Jun  66,  the  48th  jloC  was 
in  general  support  of  tne  1st  Hoe,  101st  *bn  idv  with  priority  of  passion  support 
to  the  1 /327th  ..bn  Inf  Hn.  Operation  nawthome  was  a  highly  successful  operati  a 
in  which  the  101st  airborne,  later  reinforced  by  elements  of  tne  1st  ;ir  Cav 
sion,  encircled  en  astimntea  I2u0  Horth  Vietnamese  Eegular  troops,  maorican  _ 
long  range  boabers  unloaded  432  tons  of  500  and  1000  pouna  bcubs  in  wn&t  ailit  _y 
3pok6saen  caileu  !,one  of  the  largest"  bondings  of  the  war .  The  boab  raid  was  on 
target  anu  aneay  casmi-ties  mounted  into  the  hunareos.  The  48th  auC,  as  the  statis¬ 
tical  analysis  points  out  (below),  playoo  a  lixge  part  in  the  successful  explvita- 
tion  of  the  boubing.  Individual  acts  of  hercisa  were  nuaerous  anu  t^o  large  a 
xnn-ber  for  these  pages.  Several  night  missions  were  conducted  and  oast  of  these  of 
an  energency  nature  such  as  medical  evacuations  ana  resupply  of  fooc,  water,  and 
ammunition.  on  one  occasion  on  7  Jun,  three  J^ker  aircraft  (ba-lB)  returning  fren 
on  escort  nission  intercepted  an  urgent  radio  call  fron  "n"  Battery,  1/320th  arti¬ 
llery.  They  were  being  overrun,  in  fact  the  eneny  had  already  tilcen  one  gun  posi¬ 
tion.  The  Jokers  nnoe  six  gun  runs  each  with  2.75  inch  rockets,  40u-  grenades,  end 
7.62m  macnine  guns  ana  through  exceptionally  close  air-to-ground  support  stymied 
the  eneny  attack  long  enough  to  allow  the  artillerymen  to  regroup  mo  successfully 
counter  attack.  On  10  Jim  66  a  harine  helicopter  crashed  into  the  mountain  Korth 
of  the  48th  nHC  canp.  Captain  tdlton  J.  Sancs  Jr.,  Flight  Surgeon,  48th  mEC,  hear¬ 
ing  that  one  of  the  pilots  hna  a  possible  broken  back  volunteered  to  go  to  the 
sight  where  he  clinbea  down  a  rope  from  a  hovering  helicopter  to  the  injured  aviator. 
Hoc  Sants,  in  an  outstanding  display  of  courage  ma  professional  ability  was  creoited 
with  saving  the  lives  of  four  seriously  injured  Len. 


Statistical  Bata*  Operation  Hawthorne 

Total  hours  flown 
Total  sorties 

-amber  combat  assault  sorties 
Total  cargo  hauled  (Tons) 

Total  passengers  carried 
-aircraft  nit  by  enemy  fire 
,4Lxcraft  shot  down 
average  aircraft  availability 
DH-1B 
uH-ID 

Structures  damaged 
Structures  destroyed 
7C  KBk 

Crew  members  wound ea 
pilots 
orow  Guxui s 

gunners  14 


787.1 
3247 
1183 

73.1 

4322 

10 

0 

86.5/9 
87  »0> 

86. Oft 
16 
7 

36  (body  count) 
5  (est) 

1 

r\ 


0 


62 


TLer^cncy  Lecic^-l  evacuation 
M.i  i.i.niti'-i.  expended 
7.62ua 
4^hoa 

2.75  inch  rockets 
JP-4  fuel  consumed 
iJLrcraft  accionets  or  incidents 


191,640  rounds 
3,155  rounds 
471 

61,400  gallons 
0 


un  14  Jxui  66  the  first  edition  of  the  48th  anC  Blue  btcr  was  printed.  Realizing 
the  value  of  having  a  unit  newspaper  doth  for  aethers  of  the  coipiany  and  as  a  aeans 
of  keepin©  the  folks  back  iane  aovised  of  our  wnexv  w-Aits  ana  accoaplishnonts, 
hajor  hwper,  with  the  support  of  tne  other  field  _=s  caae  up  with  their  iueas 
for  a  unit  paper.  Captain  Janes  I.  Lcbowell  was  t  _,si  ,.iou  with  the  aission  of  seeing 
it  through.  The  paper  was  greeted  with  overwhelaang  success  anc  nany  a  buo ding- 
writer  was  discovered  cxxng  coapejay  personnel. 

Operation  aeauregara  (24  Jun  to  14  Jul  66)  found  the  49th  ahC  again  in  g'  1 

support  of  the  1st  hue,  101st  ^.bn  biv,  ana  in  direct  support  of  the  1/327th  no  f 

Bn.  The  purpose  of  the  operation  wt.s  to  exploit  the  success  of  Operation  hawta-rne. 

It  was  suspected  that  tne  reanants  of  the  battered  24 tn  North  Vietnaaese  ttegiaent 
would  attenpt  to  escape  to  the  west  into  Canbodia  and  Lacs,  The  size  of  the  re-  1 
uaining  eneay  force  was  unknown.  Operation  neaura^ara  t^ok  place  in  the  valley  North¬ 
west  of  nak  To.  Operatic  contact  was  aaoe  tnreughout  the  operation  but  significant 
contact  with  a  large  eneay  force  was  never  accouplisheu.  The  48th  hiC  continued 
tneir  noraal  support  of  CkcC  aircraft,  resupply  aissions,  aeaioal  evacuations  and 
coabat  assaults,  carrying  troops  to  ana  froa  the  battle  field  in  support  of  the 
101st  nirbome  Livision.  In  audition  they  accoaplisheu  nuaerous  aissions  in  support 
of  AkVH  forces  ana  ^aeric&n  Special  Forces  througnout  the  tactical  zone. 

Statistical  Lata*  Operation  Beauregora 


Total  hours  flown  .1  948.7 

Total  sorties  flown  3770 

Total  coabat  aesault  sorties  1264 

Total  cargo  hauled  (tons)  74*3 

Total  passengers  carried  4602 

aircraft  hit  by  eneay  fire  0 

aircraft  shot  down  by  eneay  fire  0 

*veraese  aircraft  availability  9^ 

UH-1B  8&/0 

liH-lL  94^ 

Structures  aaaeged  37 

Structures  destroyed  7 

VC  KBh  1 

Crew  aeubers  wounded 

pilot 8  1 

crew  chiefs  1 

iiaergency  aedical  evacuations  21 

aaaunitiun  expenaed 

7. 62T..ii  157,880  rounds 

40ua  2,091  rounds 

2.75  inch  rockets  345 

aircraft  accidents  ana  incidents 

UH-1L  (accident)  1 

UH-13  (incident)  1 
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if ‘or  short  of  tiie  5  tc  6  a-nths  reported  fur  tne  48th  hHC's  duration  at  Dele  To, 
it  received  its  travel  uraers  ta iu  it  was  on  the  uove  again.  The  aircrews  departed 
Dak  To  on  15  July  1966  eoid  again  had  a.  couple  of  Gays  at  Phan  hang.  The  rear  party 
wf  1  UH-1D  ana  2  Un-IB'  s  renainea  at  Dak  To  with  the  rear  echelon  of  the  1st  Brigade, 
101st  airborne  Division,  oia  tnen  rejoined  the  company  at  Tuy  Hog.  The  renaincer 
of  the  Cwupany  loauoe  vehicles  in u  equipment  aboard  UbaiT  C-130  aircraft  on  17  July 
ana  uepertea  for  Tuy  Eaa. 

XUe  to  seourity  considerations  this  unit  history  will  be  concluded  at  this 
point.  The  49th  hHC  at  Tuy  Hoa  participated  in  Operation  John  Paul  Jones  (20  Jul  66 
to  4  Sep  66)  ana  is  new  participating  in  Operati.n  vara  a0ain  in  general  support 
of  the  1st  Boe,  101st  *bn  Div. 

it  this  writing  the  48th  ._uC  has  18  aviators  of  the  original  55  aviators  that 
aoconpanied  the  unit  to  Vietnam,  nil  of  these  personnel  will  be  rotating  by  4  Bov 
66.  The  company  is  presently  undergoing  reorganization  with  the  regaining  per.  rnel 
and  new  personnel  are  arriving  daily. 

Connand  of  the  48th  assault  Helicopter  Company  ( UH-1 )  ( n)  changed  frou  haj~r 
Harry  tick  Roper  Jr.  tc  hajor  Joel  J.  Williens  on  26  September  I966. 
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CSiPTlii  THXui-iiN t  SuBGS  iOiliS  wRITTHu  jJd>  SiJ «G  BY  BLUa  STiiRS 


1.  a  Chopper  Pilot's  Day 

2.  a  Message  Proti  My  Heaxt 
3*  American  Fighting  Man 
4»  ^Joy  aviation 

3*  Ballad  of  the  Gunners 
6*  Blue  Stars 
T.  Chopper  Jockey 
8#  Green  Flight  Pay 

9.  Gunship  on  ay  Tail 

10.  Have  Chopper  -  Will  Hover 

1 1 .  Huey  -  Flying  Man 

12.  In  Our  Own  Little  World 

1 3*  01'  Phan  Hang 

14*  Phan  Hang  Tower 
15*  Red  Hot  Pilot 
16.  Short  Tiner ' s  Blues 
17»  Sixteen  Hours 
10.  Sky  king 

19»  The  Best  Don't  Play,  They  Mean  Business 

20.  The  49th 

21.  The  Joker '8  Song 

22.  The  keaic 

23 •  Ton  That  (Royal  Feidly) 

24*  Victor  Charlie 

25.  when  Hy  Tour's  iJ.1  Bono  This  Fall 


..  Cuorr  ~ v  f I LOT'S  il.Y 
_-.yi  Cc.pt  Jack  ame 
COO  Bill  Lccre 

la  the  early  naming  hears 
Before  the  sun  is  bright 
ecu  can  hear  the  turbines  turning 
-s  the  choppers  lift  for  flight. 

«  3ieepless  night  is  over 
The  pilots  on  their  way 
To  face  the  feaxs  unu  danger 
Uf  a  chopper  pilot's  aay. 

C-nURUSi  u  chopper  pilot's  cay  i_y  boys 
ifc  chopper  pilot's  hay 
■«e  face  tne  fs:.r  ana  Ganger 
Of  a  chopper  pilot's  aay. 

The  VO  will  be  hiaing 
For  they  know  so  very  w*-.; i 
Should  a  gunship  pilot  :  p.  ,  then 
He'll  blast  their  soul  i.  ?  11. 

The  snell  of  battle  fill;:  the  air 
The  lanuing  zone  is  near 
The  flight  turns  on  it's  final  leg 
ho  place  for  cowaros  here. 

CHQRUb*  -  - 

-machine  guns  chatter  ana  rockets  flash 
no.  aweaone  souna  and  sight 
But  a  welccnect  one  for  us  it  is 
For  it  causes  Charlie's  fright. 

our  choppers  settle  on  no-nan ' s-iand 
«na  now  our  truops  depart 
Charging  ante  battle 
To  win,  in  each  nan's  heart. 

CHORUS »  -  - 

.ja  extra  secona  on  the  grouna 
Gould  cost  a  pilot's  life 
and  leave  a  tearful  nother 
Or  a  very  lonely  wife. 

Ve  clear  the  grouna  above  the  trees 
There  cones  a  blinding  flash 
on  our  right  a  ship  is  nit 
v<e  watch  the  awful  crash. 

"HOHUSi  ------ 

i. See  next  col) 


gun  snip  cones  onto  the  scene 
To  cover  the  crow's  escape 
a  slick  ship  ianos  to  pick  then  up 
<e  pray  they're  not  too  late. 

Then  through  the  snoke  we  see  then  rise 
Into  the  naming  sky 

lucky  crew  is  cn  that  ship 
T'was  not  their  aay  to  uie. 

CaUhUoj  - 

.11  crews  now  accounted  for 
«e  hear  oar  leaaer  say 
we  breathe  a  sigh,  "we  naae  it, 

Through  a  chopper  pilot's  cay. 


BLUE  STlHS 

By  t  1LT  Ronald  L.  iianron 
(Tune  -  Sky  Ball  hail) 

There  she  flies-look  at  her  go 

She's  a  43th-a  sight  to  behold 

Flying  thru  the  sky  all  day 

Take  a  warning  and  con't  get  in  her  way. 

A  group  of  pilots-each  one  a  nan 
He  knows  his  job-like  the  palu  of  his  hanc 
Bane  the  j ob-anu  they'll  do  it  great 
They're  the  Blue  btars-fren  the  4&th. 

They've  got  a  guncrew- that  just  won't  quit 
Their  blazing  rockets-their  guns  do  spit 
Lane  the  placo-anu  point  it  out 
iUKi  the  Jokers  will  wipe  it  off  the  nap. 

Hit  an  Lk-latc  at  night 
No  nistakes-co  it  right 
Tracers  burning- flares  so  bright 

Have  no  fear - 

Blue  otars  axe  out  tonight. 
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__a.t  ,.=pyai  family) 
By*  Jpnaid  K.  Lamron 

-.Tune  -  Jew  vonc  Girls .) 


prom  Calif omia  I  traveled 

-rose  waters  far  and  wide 

Ana  nary  a  person  did  I  know 

jor  what  ahead  did  lie 

Traveled  for  a  day  or  so 

1-y  home  from  me  grew  you 

jm.  then  before  two  oaya  had  passed 

I  fell  in  Vietnam 


CBDBJ3* 

Singing  Ihms&a  c'neva  beetlenut 
Babysan  no  clothes 
Bapasan's  a  7C 

But  you  ain't  supposed  to  know 
You  can  tell  them  one  and  all 
Tor  Charlie  is  their  names 
And  lamasan  and  Babysan 
Like  Papas&n  same  Same 

Tapasan  works  in  tne  field 
Harvesting  the  rioe 
Waves  at  choppers  overhead 
lapasan's  so  nice 

But  just  forget  and  turn  your  back 
And  fly  your  chopper  low 
And  F&paaan  will  shoot  you  down 
With  his  M-1  hoe* 


.Asten  to  las  poo  me 
jaa  if  you  nave  your  aouoha 
*  can  tail  you  everything 
I  know  wnat  it* a  about 
When  papasan  and  liamasan 
Try  am  take  you  in 
just  say  I  really  lime  you 
But  I  think  you'ro  number  10. 

OauiOSi  -  -  -  -  -  - 


.u-Ai)  uT  Inn  GUHidiBS 

By i  sgt  Lionel  f*  Wallace 
(Tune  -  Green  Berets 

We* re  chopper  gunners  of  the  forty  .  .thfc 
Always  in  tne  sheeting  ana  never  *. 

Mighty  handy  with  a  sixty-gun 
Sometimes  tnere's  glory  but  it's  never  fun 

Armor  vests  upon  our  chests 

With  machine  guns  ana  roc rets  vet re  the  be 

About  our  shooting  we  can  brag 

Because  eaoh  man  has  been  a  "Laig". 

We  got  a  letter  from  no  Chi  wink 
Wanted  to  know  if  we  thought  we 'd  win 
Our  answer  to  him  was  mighty  sweet 
Went  out  and  killed  200  of  his  "elite" 


CHORUS* - - 

You  go  to  the  market  place 
TO  spend  your  hard  earned  p's 
And  the  people  in  the  market 
They  say  come  buy  from  me 
They  say  since  you  American 
And  you  so  very  nice 
They'll  sell  you  anything  you  want 
At  only  twice  the  price. 


Armor  vesta  upon  our  chests 

With  machine  guns  and  rockets  we’re  tbs  be. 

one  of  our  gunners  went  down  today 

Old  cnarlie  will  have  a  lot  of  hell  to  pay. 

i<br  some  we  hear  tnexe  is  a  test 
But  as  chopper  gunners  we're  the  best 
Add  if  we  go  down  in  flames  some  night 
uur  guns  will  rattle  till  tne  end  of  flight. 


CHORUS*  -  - 

The  pretty  girls  in  Saigon 

will  try  and  lead  you  on 

You  buy  they  tea 

They  hold  your  hand 

But  there's  just  one  thing  wrong 

When  you  say  you  are  fini 

And  you  have  no  more  pay 

They  say  go  home  American 

You  wasted  my  whole  day 

CHORDS*  -  - 

•'See  next  column) 


Armor  vests  upon  our  chests 

with  machine  guns  ana  rockets  we*re  the  bee 

One  gunner  went  aown  from  500  today 

Came  crawling  in  t.-at  night,  said  every- 

things  OKI 

3aCK  at  home  his  sweetheart  waits 
But  her  gunner  soldier  has  met  bis  fate 
He  just  re-uppea,  specialist  stripes  he  got 
Ana  he's  still  wearing  that  old  brain  pot. 

Armor  vests  upon  our  chests 
with  machine  gun  and  rockets  we're  tne  best; 
You  can  tell  old  Charlie  tnat  we*re  here 
to  stay 

or  tney'il  send  us  cacx  L.o.A. 


<»T  Tad  it-IV  £R 

Taken  fr-._  -ne  uf  Cwb  Jfnes  hcCartt's 
"bera.ns  wn  the  beach" 

(jfctner  triune  u=  brothers f  ana  to¬ 
night  1'n  gonna  preach  to  you  about  the 
greatest  sin  -  ohe  greatest  evil  -  end 
the  (greatest  acae  wrecker  that  tnis  cl' 
v_rld  has  ever  kn  wnl  Yes  t-night  I 'a 
gonna  speak  that  topic  -  ifclbk.1  Do  you 
realize  nj  friend  that  t-lcchol  dullens 
your  brain  and  aak.es  you  do  tumgs  that 
you  woula  never  do  if  you  wero  so-er? 
ho  you  realize  that  alsoh-i  will  terx 
your  bccy  gradually  apart  ana  have  you 
lokking  twice  your  actual  *ge?  ho  you 
furthemcre  resize  that  tloohel  will 
break  up  y  ur  no_6,  cense  your  wife  tc 
leave  you,  anu  your  children  to  oespise 
ycu?  ih  y^u  know  that  it  can  bring  you 
personal,  financial,  as  well  as  other 
worries  ana  het-a-ches? 

by  frieaial  listen  to  ael  is  top  l 
Stop  right  now!  bive  up  your  crink  emu 
throw  that  glass  away l  Cast  all  threughts 
of  it  aside  one  start  anew  this  very 
nouentl 

hy  frienc  —  If  I  owneo  all  the 
beer  in  Phan  Rang  -  I  would  pour  it  into 
the  river!  If  I  owned  all  the  whiskey 
in  Yietnau  -  I  would  pour  it  into  the 
river!  If  I  owned  all  the  booth  and 
Sodas  in  tne  United  States  -  I  would 
*our  tnen  into  the  river!  If  I  wwneo  all 
of  the  liquor  in  tuis  whole  wide  world  - 
I  woula  pour  it  into  the  river! 

bow  will  the  congregation  please 
stand  as  we  sing  —  "Shall  we  gather 
at  the  River11! 

Crl/hDSi  Shall  we  gather  at  the  river 
The  beautiful,  the  beautiful 
river 

bother  with  the  Saints  at  the 
river 

That  flows  by  the  throne  of  bod. 


HB*  Wlfcl 

by i  Capt  xanald  a.  keleey 
(Tune  -  Long  Tall  Texas) 

Well  I 'a  a  red  hot  pilot,  I  fly  an  hOlb 

(He's  a  *.ilot,  flies  an  HDIb) 

well  i'n  a  red  not  pilot,  1  fly  tn  nDlb 

(he's  a  ^ilot,  flies  cn  bUls) 

wnen  people  ccae  ay  way 

..hey  1;  at  :.e  and  say 

U-R  i  L  u  h  is  that  you  fal’B 

well  i  f  through  the  jungle  kinca  low 
ana  slow 

keepin'  old  Charlie  w ry  down  in  his  h~le 
When  he  hears  ao  Coding  well  ne  kn.' 
darn  well 

If  I  see  hii*  I'll  blast  his  soul  ii 
hell. 

For  I'n  a  reo  hot  pilot,  I  fly  a  big  iron 
bird 

(He's  a  pilot,  flies  a  big  iron  birc) 

For  I 'a  a  rod  not  pilot,  I  fly  a  big  iron 
bird 

(he '8  a  pilot,  flies  a  big  iron  bird) 
when  people  Cone  ay  way 
They  look  at  ne  one  say 
U-fiah  b-Rah  is  that  your  bird? 

Well  I  fly  so  low  I  knock  tne  lines  off 
the  trees 

keeping  old  Charlie  right  down  on  his 
knees 

when  he  hears  ne  coning  he  junps  right  in 
the  grass 

ana  he  uices  in  his  hole  until  I  go  hone 
for  gas. 

well  I 'a  a  red  hot  pilot,  I 'a  the  scourge 
of  the  sky 

(He's  a  pilot,  he's  the  scourge  of  the 
sky) 

well  I’a  a  rou  hot  pilot,  I'a  the  scourge- 
of  the  sky 

(He's  a  pilot,  he’s  the  scourge  ef  the 

sky) 

when  people  cone  ny  way 
They  look  at  as  end  say 
Ly-O-hy  is  you  the  aoourge? 
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Tn— i  oUttQ 

St  »  oi5  Larry  j^cua 
(Tune-  -  buttle  of  liew  Orleans; 

CfiQMJS* 

We  flrec  our  guns  anu  the  VO  started 
dying 

There  wasn't  as  uany  es  there  was  a. 
while  ago 

we  firec  once  uv,re  anu  they  began  tv  run 
Luwn  in  a  tunnel  up  ho  Chi  hinh's  ccvi. 

01'  hajur  J^nes  saiu  we'll  catch  'eo  by 
surprise 

we  won't  fire  vux  e,uns  til  we  see  where 
they  lie 

Then  we'll  swvop  in  lew  anu  let  our 
rockets  go 

Right  cuwn  on  Victor  Charlie's  own  front 
dwor. 

CnuRUSi 

Well  ,  they  ran  in  the  bush  eno  they  ran 
in  the  banbocs 

They  ran  in  the  tunnels  where  our  rockets 
oouldn't  go 

They  ran  so  fast  that  the  guns  coulun't 
catch  'to 

uown  in  a  tunnel  up  to  ho  Chi  hinh's  coor. 

01'"  Victor  Charlie  we  caught  hiu  in  a  nest 
when  we  gut  tnru  shooting  the  place  vi& 
a  ness 

When  the  Jokers  go  on  a  shooting  spree 
like  this 

You  know  cam  well  that  we  hardly  ever 

LiiSS. 

ChORbS* 

Well,  ve  fired  our  guns  an c  the  tracers 
star tec  burning 

we  fired  at  Charlie  who  was  waiting  Gown 
belov 

we  fired  once  u*re  anu  they  began  to  run 
I*ovn  in  a  tunnel  up  to  tw  Chi  hinh's  uoor. 

Guts  and  guns  are  the  Jokers  biggest 
pride 

tar  only  biggest  problea  is  to  snoot  1 en 
in  the  eye 

when  wur  aa^a  runs  out  and  fuel  gets  low 
We  heac  back  to  Tuy  bon  un c  get  soae  cure. 

(SeG  next  ccl) 


CxOKUb* 

we  firec  our  guns  anu  the  VC  started 
eying 

Tnere  wasn't  as  aany  as  there  was  awhile 
ago 

we  fireu  vcce  acre  anu  they  Degcn  to  run 
lawn  in  &  tunnel  up  to  co  Coi  hinh's  coor. 

Joker  1  &  2  with  3  *•  4  there's  5>  S  &  10 

set  to  g;. 

..itn  v'  turbines  a  singing  one  engines 
at  i  .  .t 

we  rv_i  c-j.lcctive  pitch  while  the  sun 

beBau  v-  set 

CxJJRUS  s 

Once  we  were  all  up  one  really  g-' 
flying 

we  went  to  the  area  vnere  Charlie  .  o 
before 

all  the  Victor  Charlies  that  a  ran  into 
aiding 

Have  swearea  net  to  tangle  with  the 
Jokers  anymore. 


TBS  baST  Ixj'a 1 T  PLuY.  ThhY  h&Ji  BbSlMabS 
Byi  L?5  Urville  L.  Stover 

Victor  Charlie  at  01'  ltk  To 

Thought  be  was  scart  but  he  didn't  know 

That  there  were  Jokers  just  stanuing  by 

always  reauy  to  go  anu  fly 

How  they  have  guts  anu  they  have  guns 

*nu  they  will  put  Charlie  on  the  run 

The  first  Platoon,  new  they  don't  care 
They  are  too  scaruu  to  go  anywhere 
The  second  platoon  is  not  too  bad 
But  when  they  uist  go  they  all  look  sea 
The  Jcker  Platoon,  they  are  the  best 
When  they  go  out  they  put  Charlie  to  rest 
We're  sorry  about  that  out  we  cust  eay 
when  we  have  a  aissioh  ve  just  cen't  pley^ 
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2/i  4ota 

(June  -  ^ajQ-ry  the  Sth 

X’b  jLxcoie  tee  Harrell  I  am*  I  aw 
X'a  ixcoie  tne  &xreil  I  an*  I  am 
Called  for  a  flare  the  other  night 
Go  ah  ilwignty  what  a  terrible  sight 
How  i  see  tne  airfield  -  Airfield? 
looks  so  funny  upside  down 
I'm  an  all  weather  pilot  Archie 
Archie  the  Harrell  I  am 

I'm  little  Jack  home  I  an,  I  am 
I'm  little  jack  gome  X  am,  I  am 
I  run  tne  me  as  hall  arouna  tars  place 
Gosh  Almighty  what  a  terrible  disgrace 
I  don't  eat  in  t.^e  mess  hall  -  ness  Hall? 
Wouldn't  eat  there  to  save  my  life 
I'm  a  cook's  supervisor  -  Horns 
little  Jacr  Home  I  am 

I'm  John  the  Jenks  I  an*  I  an 
I'm  John  the  Jenks  I  an*  I  an 
Went  for  a  flight  the  other  day 
iomaherw  i  assn  to  have  lost  my  way 
And  now  x'u  sitting  in  song  Be  -  gong  Be? 
jbrgot  to  turn  mj  switches  to  start 
Ann  now  x'n  using  ay  oheokliat 
John  the  Jenks  I  am* 

I'm  Cambodia  Jones  I  am*  I  am 
I'g  Cambodia  Jones  I  am*  X  am 
Went  for  a  flight  tne  otner  day 
They  tried  to  tell  me  that  I  lost  my  way 
But  I  know  where  I  am  -  lam 
Uever  been  lost  in  my  life 
I'm  sap  reading  pilot  Jones 
Cambodia  Jones  I  am* 

X'a  Tlxit  6  X  am*  I  am 
I'm  ?iiit  6  I  am*  X  am 
I  fixed  airplanes  for  ay  pay 
Cos  just  crashed  the  other  day 
And  now  x  must  recover  it  -  recover  it? 
'Wouldn't  go  out  there  to  save  my  life 
I'll  leave  it  there  in, the  jungle 
Jixit  6  I  am* 


3J »  Japt  Krxs  kristoffe reoc 
(Tuna  -  Big  Bad  John) 

ivery  morning  at  tne  line  you  could  see 
him  arrive 

About  5  foot  2  ana  weighed  185 
Kinds  narrow  at  the  shoulder 
Ana  broad  at  tne  hips 

everybody  knew  he  didn't  give  a  dam,  2*y 
King 

34y  hi _-y  rang  —  Short  fat  sky 

Some  aay  s-sy  was  bom  in  Hew  Orleans 
where  he  put  himself  a  rotor  on  a  sewing 
machine 

Cut  his  teetn  on  a  collective  pitch 
Ol*  sky  was  a  low  flyingson  of  a  gun. 

King 

Sky  King,  Sky  King  —  Short  fat  sky 

Then  came  the  day  at  stage  field  four 
When  him  engine  quit  and  wouldn't  run 
anymore 

Brave  men  sighed  and  hearts  beat  fast 
Everybody  tnought  ^'w  oret-tuwu  hie  last* 
except  Sky 

Hs  just  pushed  the  old  pitch  right  down  to 
tne  floor 

But  tne  claim  rotor  blane  wouldn't  turn 
anymore 

So  his  rear  pmckered  up  and  with  a 
terrible  sound 

Be  just  sucked  the  old  chopper  right  off 
the  ground,  sky  King 

Sky  King,  sky  King  —  short  pat  sky 

HOv  tne  ship  wasn't  hurt  but  it  took  half 
tne  class 

To  get  the  seat  cover  out  of  Sky  King's 
rear,  sky  King 

They  never  reopened  that  vortnless  atrip 
Just  put  a  marble  stand  on  top  of  it 
On  tnat  stand  these  words  are  seen 
There  ain't  no  butt  tnat  can  pucker 
Like  ol '  sky  King 
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ru-.Cf 

3y#  Copt  kris  sriatoffersun 
Halle  rhan  xiang  t^wer  this  is  Blue  otax 

S51 

I'u  5  olios  frot.  your  airfield  unc  ay 
fuel  Is  ola^st  gone 

hy  engine  she's  a  cuugning  &uu  i~y  tack 
resales  have  split 

You  better  ctill  y~ur  crash  crew  uit  tnis 
oann  thing's  juinc  quit. 

Hello  Blue  star  851 »  tnis  is  then  hong 

tower 

ms  can't  c<J.l  cur  crash  crew  .at  this  is 
tneir  collet  n^ur 

ijaa  we  hau  just  os  s-^n  you  oiun't  lend 
here  f  ~r  awn_ie 

Becsease  «.ur  visibility  is  not  a  half  a 
oils. 

Hello  khan  Hang  tower  tnis  is  Blue  Star 

851 

I'd  love  to  put  this  lancing  off  but  that 
just  can't  be  done 

hy  engine's  belching  fire  ena  1'u  running 
out  of  gas 

I'ts  got  to  set  this  chopper  down  before 
I  hare  a  crash 

This  is  rhen  hang  tower  calling  Bxue 
btar  651 

we'c  just  like  to  know  what  king 
flight  you  are  w-n 

vX»r  Operation's  officer  soys  u  hare  net 
been  oleazeu 

Iwu'll  be  gruunceu  thirty  cays  if  y^u 
lone  that  chopper  here* 

Hello  Bhan  hang  t^wer  this  is  Blue  btar 

851 

I'u  up  in  pilot's  heaven  one  ny  flying 
cays  are  dune 

Tell  uy  olu  ootTianuer  that  l'n  sorry 
that  I  crasneo 

Tell  your  Operation's  Officer  that  he  ocn 
kiss  i-y _ t 


THk  hh&IC 

By  i  bgt  Lionsl  T.  wallaos 

We  have  a  little  tent  setting  in  the  sene 
We  call  wurselves  the  ueuio  clan 
with  pills  in  a  bottle  ana  syringe  in  our 
hAnc 

*in't  a  com  thing  we're  efraic  ^f  in  this 
l&au 

"uh  Big  Bac  heoic". 

..e  c:r.  eo  ;  cat  in  the  other  day 
Lion14  s  e  .  like  the  pearly  gates  were 
far  away 

we  tnrew  oin  on  a  stretcher,  pulleo  ■  ~wn 
his  pants 

Then  stuck  hin  in  the  rear  ana  he  c 
anc  danced. 

We  sit  around  at  night  orinking  aloe  hoi 
*na  throwing  syringes  at  our  little  tent 
walls 

Staying  in  practice  so  we  a^n't  niss 
we  stuck  then  with  a  neecle  but  they  get 
no  kiss. 

we  got  a  cob,  he's  pretty  straight 
?or  wookenus  he's  gonna  get  us  a  fore  V-8 
gonna  loan  it  With  aaaasans  anc  head  for 
the  hills 

id  sense  t  we've  got  the  nurket  comerea 
cn  pills. 

went  to  the  latrine  ana  lookeu  on  the 
wall 

Was  a  big  sign  "Unsanity  for  all" 

I  knew  it  was  put  there  by  the  necic 
clan 

So  I  went  out  yelling  "Lore  help  ue  non". 


VICTCtt  CH,JtLIE 
By*  Unknown 
(Tune  -  he  ck  of  ages) 

Victor  Charlie  at  Pleixdi 
Threw  a  hanu  grenaue  at  ne 
So  I  caught  it  in  ny  pula 
Threw  it  back,  ana  he  was  gone 
Victor  Charlie  at  tleini 
TnankB  a.  lot  you  S.O.B. 
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fKuit,  -i-lurCT  PsY 

iy»  ylLkBwWa 

(Tune  -  Green  beret) 

Silver  wings  up^n  ;_y  chest 
I  fly  chopper  obove  the  best 
I  can  u-jte  a^re  c^ugh  that  way 
hut  I  c^n’t  wear  no  Green  ceret 

Tennis  sn^es  upon  nis  feet 
cnne  people  call  mu  sneaky  rete 
He  sneaks  ortunc  the  Vwocs  all  Ccy 
wearing  that  funny  Green  neret 

Its  nv  jungle  floor  for  ne 
I’ve  never  seen  a  rubber  tree 
1000  nen  oust  take  tne  test 
*hil«  I  fly  hoi_e  ana  take  a  rest. 

tnu  vnile  I  fly  ay  chopper  hone 
iuaa  leave  nin  out  there  all  alone 
That  is  where  Green  carets  belong 
Out  in  the  jungle  writing  songs. 

ana  vnea  ay  little  boy  is  grown 
.uon't  leave  nia  out  there  all  alone 
Just  let  bin  fly  end  give  hiu  pay 
Cause  he  can't  spesia  no  Green  beret. 

ana  when  ay  little  boy  is  via 
ids  silver  wings  all  lineo  with  golc 
he  then  will  wear  a  Green  beret 
In  the  big  paruue  on  St  Patrick's  bay* 


CHUFF  Bi  JOCKEY 
Byi  1 LT  Ronala  X.  hear on 
(Tune  -  16  tons) 

Sane  people  say  a  non  is  uace  out  of  rock 
hut  a  pilot  ain't  nothin'  but  a  flying 
jock 

Flies  his  chopper  all  the  cay 
Sings  his  songs  ana  saves  his  pay 
CuCEUbi 

You  fly  16  hours-ana  what  ao  you  get 
One  sore  rear  and  a  pound  of  sweat. 

I  awoke  one  looming  when  the  sun  aich't 

shins 

hs^CCC  H&afcrd  said-ijen  don't  ever  nine 
wnere  you're  going  you  won't  neeo 
&  Ught 

The  a lane  of  the  nission  is  suiciue. 

(bee  next  col) 


OaOHUb*  -  -  - 

bow  we're  not  3carea-for  we're  still 
asleep 

hut  bkjor  Kvper  begins  to  speak 
Said  if  you  go  oown-nere's  what  to  uc 
Lon't  call  ns-I'll  cell  you. 

C*aORUS>  -  -  -  -  -  - 

be  start  cur  choppers  ana  hc<-.c  for  the  sky 

bon't  use  lights  unless  you  vanta  aie 

Actors  hit ting-people  start  to  screan 

I  clcFt  j  eyes  mu  nope  it's  a  orean. 

Cik/r.lij  -  -  -  -  - 

Inte^^i.^  ce  soys  it's  a  big  LZ 

YwU  cm  l_na  40  ships  all  in  a  "V" 

cut  after  we  get  tnere  we  hear  the  s.  m 

line 

"setter  try  lending  one  at  a  tine." 

CHORDS*  —  —  —  —  —  — 


diKY  q.VIiJlua 
by  i  11T  honelu  k.  lanron 

This  world's  a  free  world 

The  sky  is  our  goal 

Lift  your  eyes  up  to  the  heavens 

The  arny's  on  the  go 

GhunOSi 

nmy  aviation-flying  clrve  the  beet 
nrty  aviation-flies  away  ana  leaves  the 
rest 

hover  a  job  too  big 
Lever  .ne  too  snail 
nriy  aviators 
bualifiea  to  do  tnen  all. 

my  title  -  coy  or  night 
whether  cloucs  or  heavy  rain 
They  oon  coffee  job  for  you 
That's  the  way  cur  nen  axe  trainee. 

CoGhLSi 

we've  got  the  big  onos-got  sone  little 
ones  too 

Che  rpers,  fixec  wing  -  you  just  nans  it  - 
j.ny  that  you  ooulo  choose. 

We've  passoo  the  big  test 
how  we're  in  full  striae 
Fart  of  the  greatest  zny 
one  serving  it  with  price. 
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<aa>  >iy 


DUSQb 


:'ALL 


By*  v*.*t  *.  isisey 

ran*  -  when  ay  worsts  nil  cions  this  fall) 


A  group  of  jolly  pilots  discussing  plans 

it  ease 

jays  one  I  >11  tell  yon  soae  thing  boys 
If  you  will  listen  please 


I >a  a  chopper  pilot  and  now  pa  dressed 
in  rags 

I  used  to  be  a  tough  one  boys 
And  go  on  6reat  big  jags 


T3S  hdTH 

3yi  Ihe  3rd  (,uuts  &  Guns)  Platoon 

3o m  at. Port  Banning  on  j  July 
The  year  was  l^bp 

They  nad  no  cho peers  but  tney  didn't  care 
If  tney  ever  got  alerted  taey  wouia  go 
anyvnere 

Then  one  day  the  oraer  c&ue  down 

To  go  to  vi-tnaii  and  put  Charlie  under 

ground 


put  I  have  got  a  hone  boys,  and  a  good 
me  you  all  know 
Although  I  havn't  seen  it 
Since  long,  long,  long,  ago 

I'm  going  home  to  Dixie  once  acre  to  see 
iuea  all 

I'm  going  to  see  ay  wife  ana  kids 
ihen  ay  tour's  all  done  this  fall 


fney  sailea  from  California  one  bright 
i«vegiber  aay 

jjul  set  tnsir  feet  upon  the  sand  at  t  e 
seaport  oa-  &nh  Bay 

They  climbed  up  on  the  Army  tracks  an 
everybody  sang 

ye're  nere  to  whip  on  Charlie  let's 
start  at  old  Phan  hang 


That  very  night  this  pilot  went  out  to 
fly  so  ue  guard 

The  night  was  dark  and  clouay 
And  stormin'  very  hard 

The  TC  they  got  surprised  and  ran  in 
wild  stampede 

This  pilot  tried  to  shoot  them  down 
While  flying  at  full  speed 

3Ls  engine  through  it  failed  him,  his 
chopper  it  did  fall 
That  boy  won't  see  his  wife  and  kids 
When  his  tour's  all  done  this  fall 

His  body  was  so  mangled  the  boys  all 
thought  him  dead 
They  picked  him  up  zeal  gently 
And  laid  him  on  his  bed 

He  opened  his  blue  eyes  and  looking 
all  around 

He  beckoned  for  his  parsers 
To  sit  down  on  tne  ground 

George  you  take  my  helmet  and  Bill  can 
have  ay  bed 

And  Jiu  you  take  ay  pistol 
After  I  am  dead 

But  think  of  sse  Kindly  when  you  look  upon 
-hem  all 

Tor  I'll  not  see  ay  wife  ana  alas 
When  uy  tour's  ail  done  this  fall. 


They  finally  got  their  ohoppers 
It  sure  did  take  a  while 
They  headed^out  for  ivy  JuPa,  all  had.  a 
great  big  smile 

They  left  tneir  mark  on  fuy  Hoa  and  moved 
to  phan  Thiet 

They  put  the  hurt  cm  Charlie  but  they 
were  not  finished,  yet 

At  5hon  Co  and  cheo  iseo  everything  was 
slow 

30  tney  all  picked  up  tneir  bags  and 
moved  to  old  lak  To 

They  finally  got  their  camp  set  up,  They 
worked  into  the  night 

Charlie  knew  they  haa  moved  in  but  Charlie 
wcs  8 cared  to  come  ana  fight 

Operations  got  the  mission  and  the  CO 
yelled  corns  on 

We  finally  found  old  Charlie,  he's  hid 
in  Touoozong 

They r. pulled  pitch  on  the  ohoppers,  they 
never  have  been  late 
What  Charlie  didn't  know,  it  was  the 
mighty  48th 
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Hyj  vai?5  xu^uos 

bP4  keul  Jagla 
(Tune  -  16  tens) 

I  voice  up  one  morning  when  the  tun  uion't 
■nine 

I  piokov  up  my  t^ol  box  ana  I  valkeu  to 
the  line 

hy  tail  Wok.  «tas  Bagging,  engine  oil 
neeoa  filleo 

If  Charlie  Uon't  get  you  tnen  tnis 
chopper  will 

You  fly  16  hotfrs  ena  vhnt  <_u  y^u  get 
mother  am  mu  we're  not  through  yet 
Intermediate  Inspection  mnu  the  Id  is  uue 
Crank  her  up,  wo  nave  a  mission  for  you 

Turbines  roaring,  blauea  spinning  fast 
783  has  a  full  loav  of  gas 
Off  on  the  first  mission  of  t*J.s  long  cay 
bunuown  looks  a  lung  time  away 

You  fly  16  hours  ana  what  Cu  you  get 
another  CU  ana  you're  not  through  yet 
We  Just  ouie  in,  so  what  co  we  ho 
We  pull  9  hours  of  guard  uaty  too 

uunner  ana  crew  oniof  standing  by 
nriefing  is  *v«r  «ru  we're  nssdy  to  fly 
driping  'b^nt  the  chopper  6nu  gbfcnec'b 
Job  too 

beets  that  the  pilots  have  nothing  to  no 

You  ftj  16  hour 8  ena  what  ao  you  get 
another  &am  Job  and  you're  hot  through 
y«t 

bullet#  in  the  plah#  the  the.  seat  w  oup 
pants 

bftllet  in  the  fuel  tent  ee  we'ge  out  cf 

how  the  we  a thgr  was  eto^by  ana  the  sky 
was  black 

(tte  783  ebghi  tv  be  book 

8t  ?etar  don't  you  ball  as  ekuae  we 

oen't  come 

welre  in  this  weataes  on  another  i4lktxu& 

Yw  fly  %  fesvt  *»  get 

another  tail  chewin'  ai&  h*t  Ares** 
yet 

Tbs  pilots  sro  off  is  g  eaf 

^t  orew.efaiaf  49a  gumaa?  are  -stuck  «* 

the 


Byt  “  -filfTT  of  the  4bth 

I'm  an  amerloan  fighting  men 

1  serve  my  ocuntry  where  I  con 

*na  every  place  there's  trouble  is  my  hunt 

hun't  knuw  where  I’ll  be  tomurr-v 

maybe  Joy  enu  my  be  sorrow 

I'm  a  rolling  stuns* 

CnU-hbb  l 

Hear  -c.,  hear  my  eestiny 

*i  ct_.  .  to  travel  «n 

I  know  i.-cn  1  aie  that  1  won't  be  at  hums* 

I'll  nut  surrencsr  of  my  own  free  v:'l 

1  will  stay  anu  fight  Until 

The  last  breath  leaves  my  boay  Coi> 

Still 

I've  been  here  and  I've  fiesn  tfiere 
well  I've  been  oamn  nhaf  e#thfywhere 
*-nc  1  learn  rn^re  tne  further  on  1  go. 


If  by  chance  I'm  uverv&SSbiei 

I'll  keep  on  fighting  from  a  ghtsen  6*11 

ana  let  my  centers  knuw  that  IH  rfesdSt 

Clean  escape  will  be  my  goal 

sad  X  will  never  sell  my  suttl 

To  those  Whc'd  take  the  freedom  of  a  taJk. 


If  1  lm  ggesfluned  1  will  tell  them 
VefUjag  IsuSlisl  roast  in  hell 
X  *lt  SSf  jrfjttshrts  can  expend  on  me 

gpsstions 

hut  jOew*  me,  t ney'JS.  n#*er  -learn* 


tn&t  1*~ 
tah- 


tibUB 


&£*•••*  jw$  ka^S- 
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y  taxi 

5y  i  .So'n&j.a  “.  kelssy 

(rune  -  Tiger  -a  Tail) 

I've  got  a  gunsnip  on  ay  tail  its  plain 


3aa  a  oriefing  just  this  earning 
3aia  tnsy  ban  Charlie  on  the  run 
It 1  s  up  to  toe  Blue  star  chopper  pilots 
To  uaxa  sure  Charlie's  work  is  dons* 
CaJiBJ3*  -  -  - - 


to  see 

And  I  won't  be  ouch  vnen  he  gets  through  ^be  jokers  are  crankea  ana  a  rarin^, 

-with  oe  To  clear  a  patn  for  t m  slicks 

X'La  losing  weight  ana  turning  kina  of  F&leiheir  rockets  a  tnundering  into  kcuntains 

It  looks  like  I've  got  a  gunship  on  — y  j  oet  ola  cnarlie's  getting  sick* 

tail*  uiijnUSi -  - 


Sveryday  he  chases  oe  across  that  Jungle 
floor. 

There  just  Ain't  no  safe  place  anyuore 
Then  at  night  the  Mohawks  cone  with  siuLR 
and  infared 

Soutioes  I  just  wish  tint  I  were  dead. 

The  other  day  we  slippea  upon  there 
artillery 

we  were  set  to  gun  those  redlega  aown 
Then  with  guns  ab lazing  tney  eaoe  out  of 
the  sky 

And  all  around  sen  began  to  die, 


The  slic.  a  are  cooing  up  on  final 
jdor-^acxan  peckea  in  so  tignt 
Jokers  a  rlying  on  tne  flanks 
Charlie's  gonna  bite  the  aust  tonight 
CBDH03I  - - 

The  slicks  hare  dropped  off  their 
pulling  pitch  and  leaving  tne  lz 
jokers  oaks  the  final  pass 
another  oission  now  coapiete 
CaUHDSi  - - 


We  were  set  to  overrun  &  place  oalled  hjYS  CBQPP&h  -  WILL  HiYhirt 

Touuoreng  Bit  1  LT  Bonald  K •  Dauion 

Thought  we  had  it  oade  but  we  were  wrong 

it  the  crucial  oooent  the  gunships  cane  C BUKOS* 

on  in  We  travel  tnxouga  the  day 

JL  raising,  hell  and  spoiled  our  plana  again.  We  travel  tnrough  tne  ni^ht 


mn  I  hate  those  gun  ships  lore  then 
anything  around 

Thought  I  would  try  and  shoot  one  down 
I  cracked  down  on  the  lead  ship  but  his 
wingxen  oaae  around 

in d  sent  oe  to  the  happy  bunting  ground. 


HUEY  FLYDfG  HAH 

By*  T  ta?  !honaia  K.  Daaron 

(•pune  -  Truck  Driving  Han) 

well  I  hop  aboard  ay  old  chopper 
ind  then  like  a  flash  I 'a  gone 
I  get  that  old  Euey  a  rolling 
I'll  be  on  ay  way  to  fight  the  Cong 

CBGHBSt 


any  place  anywhere 
Just  naue  it  -  that's  all  right 
We're  tne  oan  froo  tne  greatest  state 
We  all  coue  froa  the  40th 

We  fly  choppers  -  that's  our  life 
We  do  our  job  but  never  gripe 
We  take  tne  good  along  with  the  bad 
But  tne  good  is  something  tnat  we  ain't 
had. 

CHujbDSi  ****** 

Cone  on  got  a  ixLssion  -  in  the  aark  of 
the  night 

And  won't  be  back  till  its  done  just  right 
After  we're  back  and  tne  sun  goes  down 
We'll  start  our  Blue  star  sounds 
CBUkUSi  -  -  -  - 


Veil  if  you  pour  oe  another  oup  of  coffee  your  eyes  and  follow  us 
lor  it  is  the  beet  in  tne  We'll  lead  tie  way  *  so  trouble  or  fuse 

Then  I'll  crank  *y  old  Huey  and  6et  uovingl^  1°^  sonetbing  done 
^or  I'm  a  chopper  flying  Ada  you  want  it  done  right. 

We're  listed  under  Blue  star, 
ind  flying  aay  and  night. 


(See  next  colu.jn) 


27 


91*  yia*  fttfg 

ktyi  Unknown 


lilt'd  .ShbJg 

3^ri  Mi.jv.---i  o  a,  **uron 

(9uou  -  1  walk  the  Lina) 

They  say  thut  ol'  rhon  rung's  c  hall  of 
Lf  yvu'Hb  in  trouble  one  fine  that  you  a  plcoe 

oeeo  eic  'ihe  organisation's  a  lev  cwvn  clagraoe 

If  Charlie’s  you  pinnae  oovn  aao  There  are  Captains  and  lu.joxs  and  Light 
you're  afraid  Colonels  toe 

If  you  want  a  chopper  t u  cooe  eno  set  y  -ulheix  hr  .nee  in  their  packets  yith  notning 
free  t.  do 

k  m  t  fgror  aac  don't  oell  oe.  They  stand  -  tr.e  runway 

They  acre  .e  they  ah-ut 

If  you  are  out  of  food  eno  need  8oi_e  new  *boUt  j-ouy  t-.^a  they  know  nothing  about 

recruit*  kor  all  way  ixcoopliah 

Ur  if  jvtt  vent  supplies  am.  jungle  b-ota  They  eight  as  veil  be 

Tou  say  to  cTo?  tnei_  off  in  your  LZ  nhcvaling  amd  ua  the  Isle  of  Capri 

bell  voulu-y-  u  take  tneu  froi.  c  tncuseaa 

feet.  hinging  -  ttlng  *  ling 

hhove  it  in  your  e#r 

It's  not  that  1  hinc  Charlie  or  hi  a  better  things  are  cooing  bye  and  bye 

friends  bull  fircpl  I 

I  fust  care  about  seeing  then  again 

I’b  gettind  short,  and  there's  just  uaa 
Mr*  thiigL 

1  hat*  be  f^upt  old  Char lie' •  also 


hs  eleven  o^ntha  I  was  king  of  the  mad 
I  tried  to  terry  u.z*  than  oy  l*ac 
It’’  a  not  th«  t  I  idnc  flying  with  the  gang 
But'l'u  to*  short  to  play  these  gaoos. 


I'd  like  to  leave  this  oountry  far  behind 
This  yeUof  streak  is  creeping  up  tgr 
spine 

I've  got  ty  see  the  doc  'fore  its  too 
lata 

I*u  nearing  cy  rotation  cate* 
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£PGlOSUR2  2  To  Airmobile  Teoh.::'.quc&  osA  Frooedurea  SOP 

usual  cuumy  tor  helicopter 


G^S^ERAL. 

Organic  fire  support  for  air  assault  operations  is  furnished  by  both 
conventional  ground  artillery  units  in  air  assault  configurations  and  other 
divisional  units  equipped  with  armed  helicopters.  Units  equipped  viththe 
aerial  weapons  systems  are  the  aerial  artillery  battalion, cavalry  squadron 
and  weapons  companies  of  the  assault  helicopter  battalions*  Target  destruct¬ 
ion  or  neutralization  may  be  accomplished  by  either  aerial  or  surface  fire 
support  means,  but  the  extra  mobility  and  range  of  aerial  weapons  units  pro¬ 
vide  unique  capabilities  to  support  air  assualt  operations*  although  limited 
by  ammunition  and  fuel  load  capacity,  the  armed  helicopter  units  provide  the 
commander  with  a  significant  increase  and  extension  of  available  fire  sup¬ 
port  beyond  that  provided  by organic  ground  units  of  the  airmobile  division* 
Tobest  employ  armed  helicopter  units-,  commanders  must  know  the  principles, 
the  weapons  systems,  and  the  procedures  involved  in  target  engagement* 

PRINCIPLES  OP  ARMED  HELICOPTER  ATTACK* 

Successful  employment  of  aerial  weapons  unites  involves  seven,  basic 
considerations*  Thes  are  speed,  surprise, volume  and  type  of  fire,  control, 
target  approach,  timing  and  terrain  utilization* 

Speed  in  the  actual  attack  is  essential  to  achieve  surprise  and  the 
maximum  effect  with  minimum  vulnerability*  All  attaoke  are  normally  executed 
at  maxi  non  speed*  Consideration  of  speed  is  alsoinvolved  in  the  time 
required  to  reach  and  engage  distant  targets,  and  in  the  reaction  time  of  on- 
call  armed  heliooptexs* 

Surprise  is  highly  desirable  to  maximize  the  effeot  of  fires  on  a 
target  and  reduce  aircraft  vulnerability.  Prior  planning  to  select  the  best 
approach  routs  and  best  methods  of  attack,  together  with  maxinun  speed  in  the 
attack  itself,  give  the  best  assurance  of  surprise*  Timing  the  attack  to  take 
best  advantage  of  weather  and  lighting  conditions,  and  selecting  tines  when 
troops  in  the  target  area  are  fatigued  or  not  alert  also  enhances  surprise* 

Volume  and  type  of  fire  must  be  carefully  planned  for  naxinun  effect* 
Firepower  commensurate  with  tho  nature  of  the  target  and  target 
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both  nazicua  effect  and  com.  a.'.  oc.:  cert  :  rco  unors. 

Control  on  the  attack  inclu doc  all  measures  which  best  take  advantage 
of  the  possibilities  invoxvsa»  Lz.?vr:n+?  rust  oa  ererdsod  to  achieve 
surprise  or  deception  so  that  app  )J  or  tier,  of  f 4  rta  is  mde  at  the  exact 
tire  and  in  the  earner  boot  suited  to  the  targe i*  Ir.-gct  engagement  by  a 
3 ingle  aircraft  is  rs.ro,  rri  or.  nearly  all  rrf5,  rvo  or  acre  aircraft 
■under  a  single  flight  lev>r  t..o  •  I'k.o  f  ‘  ight  1  eeder  rust 

closely  coordinate  and  c::h-o1  d.  f  . — .-ft  * :•  .- eghc-at  f-e  entire  attack. 

Experience,  Judgment,  ir.stmn?  a.-  ::r-  o  vi t ar.  pox formate  arc. 
prerequisites  tc  control  .•''err o’1  e.:  **•.  •.  .**•!.»  (.c'udinr  non  of 

heliee  o~cr  °  crooks  wit.  •  rc-.c  .  ■.  -  o'  ;  -c  •  r '  .  /  ucrcriit^  Truces 

on  the  ±:  -e.d  supper h %  uvi 


vulnrr.-.-  i  ov.  ..*  h*rr  f  -ct.  ra  m  l  s 
ccnct.v.e-  s-p-ic'cnee,  v.i  oc.n  *h  i  oh  c'\ 

of  the  -s u."  ;  multiple 

fron  seve  .<>  I  r erections  rr  >  *  r  rr. o  r 

decision,  by  the  flight  loader*  is  pc 
target  engagement. 


d-  •'irfc-  on  of  fT.ntost target 
'.er.-iit  o’:  ■.•'kV'*  rcterci  cr 
.r  approach,  position 

ui  t  ,eb..e  f-r  •  h-olcar.ecus  attack 
..  y  ?  nr.;.*1  red  ere  o:ol sited: Trf  c 
rhaps  tna  cost  critical  elenent  in 


lining  includes  both  the  selection  of  the  general  tine  period  of  the 
attack  and  the  norc  irrperietre  pro  rir  3  o? ordinal::  on  between  aircraft  to 
insure  simultaneous  target  org-g- ooer T.  ty  ;.xi  at^aokiry  e  Lenor.tSi.7he  degree 
of  success  of  the  attack  is,  in  tc~t  cases,  closely  related  to  the  degree 
of  coordination  of  atte.ric.cg  e j. 'rents- 


T^ir^in  is  utilised  in  iho  a  tie  ok  tc  sr/m 
break  *ror.  "fm  irryoo >  ipaia-  sVi  n.  p.t.nroin.'* 
auo.es.  .  iaticA- oront  _£  n ;;pr i ,r ,  "  1 -to c  < . .rt " c 
na-3  32  ry  oi  fires  require  that  c.ve  flight  lende-* 
l.i  to  ee  tcvos~  r/\  asaare. 


the  apprraoh  and  •’■he 
nrd  r  ■•r.troi  i3  the  KOjr  to 
b  a:h  c>'.: .oltaneooa 
uulke  ail  terrain  poss^i. 


wfojite  i  f- ir:c. 


iTjr  i  t’- 


"st-ns  in  uso  vr.tr  n..  rpe  >k'^irbi?e  divri  sicn.  nay  be 


C.y'^ri' l  MlV  . 


i  - 


:  -i.  .  v*  (i  h 


f.u-  tc  el  artillery  v.rn. os.  sup— 
oT-prea? ire  fixe  caii/eiy  type: a 


.a  -  o'c  ne  cava. sj  ,  a 
0"  toe  ver-p^rs  o i.r’mnj  cr  tno  xi  f  d  battalions*  Fur  spec5  lie  p^e*^ 
plorjolijg  u.m;  ;.m , 


X'  - 


flro  support  unitB  vaj  -  •  tail,  ro  i  to  the  nission;  on  normal 

operations,  supporting  aorix.  units  wi-u  a  task  force  will  include 

a  mix  of  weapons  suit  able  for-  a.!  rn\,icipat''d  targets* 

The  aerial  axillary  battalion  :s  arr.ei  with  the  h3  area  type 
weapons  system  which  consists  of  fixed  coin  of  24-2.  75  ir.cn  rockets 

each,  mounted  one  on  each  sine  of  the  UII-'3  ho)  icopter.  The  rate  of 
fire  is  sixpsirs  of  rocss's  per  second.  iumcvn  range,  determined  by 
fuse  arming,  is  3C0  Qstorr.  harim-r.  cff-.otive  range  is  2,5CO  meters, 
although  true  maximum  range  is  ever  6 ,CX  nepers.  Total  rounds  in  each  load 
is  46,  ee-n  with  a  lx  rover  buis- _r.~  rot.:'-  ,  vrus  each  aircraft  load  in  salvo 
is  rcur.hi.--  equivalent  to  one  baotruy  vo'.j.«.-y  of  conventional  105ram  artillery. 
Tired  in .  roittently,  the  Kf  nay  a‘i  so  oo  utilized  in  the  suppressive  fire 
role. 


f-.'.pv.retsive  fire  waapor.s  of  the  weapons  companies  includes  the 
>2  and  l  ■  machine  gun  syefceru..  The  M2  system  utilizes  two  7,62mn 
M60c  fir-  1  trehine  gusns,  one  on  erch  siae  of  tha  helicopter.  Hate  of 
fire  is  cQO  rounds  per  minute  for  each  gun,  with  a  total  load  of  550  rounds 
per  gun.  ^.n  elevation  range  of  nine  degrees  may  be  obtained,  and  guns 
may  be  elev  ated  at  the  rate  of  six  degrees  per  second  or  depressed  at 
nine  degrees  per  second.  Effective  range  extends  to  400  meters;  with 
800  meters  naxtoam  range.  The  K6  system  is  roughly  equivalent  to 
two  M2  sj-fiems,  but  with  greater  flexibility.  The  same  basic  h60c 
machine  g0£.s  axe  utilized^  two  on  each  sice  of  the  helicopter.  Guns  may 
be  elevajfrc.  to  15  degrees  inboard  end  JO  degrees  outboard.  The  total  rate 
of  firfjBusing  all  four  gi$-3?  is  2,400  rounds  per  minute. 


,  ffc  $efefeinftticr  of  the  H6  machine  gun  system  with  two 
”  ~'f  75  iuoh  rockets  added,  gives  the  commander  a  system 
<o  of  flexibility  of  employment-.  Having  ooth  rockets  and 
Ut  suit  mil  e  for  area  and  suppressive  type  fire. 


cg^ra^w^teas  of  the  aerial  artillery  are  now  limited 
to  th429?f,  ’4ttcfc  cix  vtre-guided  missiles  are  mounted  on  racks, 

each  slfie  §f  the  helicopter,  Pate  of  fire  is  one  per  minute, 
df feoffee  ranges  ait>  500  tp  5? 000  meters* 
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TA8QET  3a3AG»U!*T. 

In  addition  to  the  lastcre  discussed  aco/e  in  principle*  of  attack, 
effectiveness  of  the  aerial  ve^.pons  ur.iu  is  dependent  upon  the  teamwork 
and  skill  of  both  the  gunner  art  pilot.  ..ith  rigid  system,  where  the 
pilot  is  also  the  gunner,  rcc'iicy  is  14  eta  mined  by  the  pilot's  ability  to 
maintain  corrdinated  fligh:  th^oulhout  his  ti-'ing  run.  Any  unc oorc inat ed 
turning  maneuver  during  u  firing  .  un  will  in  error  in  both  range 

and  deflection.  Uurncr'7  shall  .  ^cqurrec  ^rly  through  practice  and  experi- 
er><*'',  is  the  ultimate  f'otor  L4  successful  ieriax  hejiccpter  gunnery.  The 
specific  attack  pattern  ;cr  a.:'/  ’-it y  \ avy  vid<  v.  and  must  be  tailored 

to  each  u:tuFtionfc 

'■l.e  flight  patterns  of  helicopter  ele_.ents  annua  with  the  h2  or 
Me  sac-nine  gun  systems  involve  wide  vareations,  but  the  normal  firing 
run  begins  at  a  range  of  2CO  meters  from  the  target  and  terminates  within 
100  niters  of  the  target-  accuracy  ic-  ir./ersely  proportional  to  range, 
thus  firo  beco.aes  more  accurate  a"  the  helicopter  approaches  the  target. 

During  engage ment,  tho  helicopter  oi*res  at  marjoram  opeeu.  See  Figure  1. 

The  steeper  the  angle  of  attach,  the  smaller  the  range  dispersion  pattern. 

For  maximum  effect,  regardless  cf  the  angle  of  attack,  the  long  axis  of 
the  elliptical  firing  pattern  should  coincide  with  the  long  axia  of  the  target. 
See  Figure  2.  In  the  delivery  of  suopressive  fires,  tne  weapons  companies 
are  most  frequently  utilized,  in  escort  end  security  roles,  ana  to  secure 
landing  zones  during  air  assaults.  Targets  engaged  are  usually  target* 
of  opportunity  in  and  around  the  Ending  zone.  Luring  thi3  type  mission, 
helicopters  are  employed  in  trail  formation. 

The  M22  missile  system  provides  the  division  with  an  organic 
airborne  anti-armor  capability  'Hie  K22  ic  evuloyed  only  against  point 
targets,  r.orraily  armored  vcuvle?.  Since  tnu  missile  1  light  la  wire- 
guici  Jd,  ai.  m.obc  true  ted  line  of  sight  between  tho  g_rnur  orb  the  target 
mast  be  maintained  for  accurate  delivery.  Accuracy  is  dependent  upon 
the  skill  of  the  gunner,  who  guides  one  round  at  a  time  to  the  target. 

Although  hit  probability  is  encr eased  by  shorter  langes,  engagement  at 
longer  ranger  reduces  ■sulne-abllity,  cold  enhances  s-upriss.  Attacking 
aircraft  may  use  the  pod-ud  technique  and  remain  illative ly  stationary 
during  engagement,  or  move  olowly  toward  the  target  on  a  level  or  des¬ 
cending  flight  path.  Lateral  or  turning  movements  with  regard  to  toe 
target  tend  to  greatly  reduce  the  gunner's  accuracy. 

Aerial  artillery  helicopters,  equipped  with  the  h3  rocket  system, 
ane  the  most  flexible  area  fire  weapons  in  toe  Air  Assault  arsenal,  and 
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are  utilized  on  a  wide  vexi'-'ty  of  nissions,  A°sr.ult  preparatory  fires 
are  errployed  to  neutralize  t.i  rr.y  pus.'.  ri;r3  orior  to  assults  by  placing 
direct  aorial  fire  on.  the  r  t*jr  rtunl  assault  direct 

suppressave  fires  are  d  'j  iror  ,r.  ~>r  roar  t'x  landing  zone  by  artillery 
helicopters  which  orbit  rr.  the  *r*a  or  re.i  ijc  or  •  call  in  foward  larger 
areas  until  initial  a?3a,ulc  ob^eu^ireo  r.rc-  oocuu od.  The  short,  response 
tines  cf  on-call  aerial  ships  great  j.y  exter.es  t:n  artillery  firo  power 
available  to  the  coniaan',er>  Orib  area  selection  as  based  upo%»  the  desires 
of'  th«  support  ground  ccrurander,  tcvr.cr.e  tar.  aerial  artillery  elenent  com¬ 
mander  end  the  fire  support  e  :crdir*at.cr  more  recommendations.  Know  eneny 
sjiory  strong  point  locations  and  local  air  dsren~fes  aro  prinary  considera¬ 
tions  in  rcconnending  orbit  areas »  Co’ir.^scrha^'cry  fixe  nissions  nay  bo  ■ 
flown  by  aerial  artillery  ships*  to  include  rate  missions.  Aerial  artillery 
units  are  par  :i  cularly  effective  in  nissions  against  rae or— directed  anti¬ 
aircraft  syr terns,  using  a  lew  ie-’ol,  multi -directional  attack  pattern  under 
t>ir.  red/an  screening  capabiii  tyc  ihe  f  le.rib?  e  fire  power  and  nobility  of 
aerial  artillery  nake  it  pArt.'.ciir.riyu.o-.  I’a1  or  cover  withdrawals  of 
eithsr  ground  or  air  assault  o_ii  c  ?  •  '.'he  harms  sung  and  interdiction  fire 
plans  of  coveniional  artillery  units  my  do  reinf ccced  and  greatly  ex¬ 
tended  in  depn  by  the  employment  cf  aerial-  artillery  aircraft.  The 
largest  number  of  aerial  rocket  ni serene:'  ir.vcivo  targets  of  opportunity* 
due  to  the  cnique  ability  of  the  amed  hc-licoptcr  to  both  locate  and 
engage  these  targets.  The  two  basic  flight  f omationa  utilized  in  the 
attack  of  targets  of  opportunity  are  extended}  in  which  aircraft  fly 
in  trail,  and  the  spread,  in  which  aircraft  on  line  are  able  to  fire 
simultaneously.  In  either  formation ,  attacks  nay  employ  the  pop-up 
iohnique,  in  which  aircraft  fly  nap- ■of ••the— earth  clinb  rapidly  to  attack 
altitude  at  a  distance  of  abount  2,500  ond3,000  rnngos  between  1,500 
andljOOO  noters*  Di s engagonent  occurs  as  soon  as  rockets  are  fired  and 
attacking  aircraft  return  to  low  altitudes  without  overflying  the  targot. 
Except  for  targets  of  opportunity,  aerial  rocket  fire  nissions  ore 
normally  received  fren  the  reinforcod  or  suportod  unit,  or  through 
artillery  fire  control  cha.rels»  Tire  mission  requests  and  fire  orders 
wi  thin  the  aerial  artillery  battal  ion  arc  standardized  to  expedite 
receipt  and  conpletion  of  fire  missions. 

Ehim eillar.ee  reports  are  rendered  after  each  mission,  by  the  firing 
element  loader  to  tho  unit  wnich  requested  the  mission.  Damage  and 
casualty  asseonehts  are  vital  intelligence  and  speedy,  accurate  report¬ 
ing  is  essential  to  keeping  the  commander  infomed. 
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'■ad  core  careful.  cfo  °  -r  ?  ..  .  .  ...  .  -  -  . 

-i.r*.  ",:  c  'ascv.g  odcao  v."  ..  cc-.  t_  •:  rcr.ro  r~. : 

icitr.T.ve  capfibiJ.i  07*  ch:>  flare  :  •“  dtr;  px-o.'ui-i  an  tire.  axte 
carpet  for  rockot  odrersf "  •»  '  c.i  ■->  i  *r  id ?ur  r-arT 

leliv ory  of  fires,  hut  ax  too  expense  of  L',-  rc  Pirdj  nc* 


Six  general  ru.03  of  target  cig-v^nor*.  f- 
units  arc*  Ehgngc  at  rar.Lnin  rung:,  vvv:  . 

r®,  maintain  c-ntiruovs  fir  :-  frc_i  Lv  *. e-go 
mat,  attack  at  naxf '  -a  fcu.T't_o  ale  ps-x,  at 
positions  if  possible,  ar.c.  a.  ...1  cucrflrcr t  ox 


arced  helicopter 
rct -m  of  e.va  r'iring 
:  x  J  hreerch  d  x  ai  gc’rce — 
f"on  voc-o  jc'.ov  secure 
c:.rg--t* 
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46th  avti  Co  (Airmobile)  (might) 
Hi  C0.3AT,  r_ru3LIC  ‘07  VIE’fK’Ali 


i'DiSJ  A  DcviOR 


;'vo , 


Lve  Uu-4a  i'ianne 


role  mountain  at  Aanangj,  encouraged.  by,- the  overviieluing  recep- 


Qa  10  June  i 
hell -outers  iron 
"iotnam,  wore  assignee.  the  mission  to  f3_,y 
to  bah  To,  Vietnam,  to  support  the  101st 
,ar:ome  .Irigade  evacuating  tnoir  wounded 
personnel  Trot:  field  locations -to .the  aid 
station,  raring  the-  initial  flight  from 
-sarbies2jgeuntgin  the  GH-46s  encountered, 
bad  weather  rosuHjxng  in  one  of  them 
crasoing  into  «i|BU§  fooV^icruntain.  J£tv* 
tiles  northeast  Pat  To  .^rfield* 

of  the  idth  Aviation  Battalion 
ier  tdam  volunteered  io  condaifii 
the  rescue  operation.  They  were  airiiftoc| 
to  the  base  of  the  mountain  where  the 
helicopter  had  crashed  earlier  tuat  mor¬ 
ning.  'fd cause  of  the  rug-gee  and  dense 
terrain  they  hac-to  jujap  eight  to  ten 
fe^t  iron  the  helicopter  to  the  ground, 
■-hile  the  48th  Aviation  Coci.ny  provided 
armed  helicopter  support*  tns • Pathfinder 
team  broke  trail  through  dense  folla0e, 
jungle,  and  enemy  held  territory.  The 
team  arrived  at  approximately  1 0OO  hours , 
six  hours  after  the  aircraft  had  gone 
town,  finding  that  the  engine  pods,  fuel 
cells,  and  tail  assembly,  Wnich  haa.  torn 
oleaJ?  6f  the  cockpit*  and  cargo  coli|5aH» 
aent,  were  still  birring.  The  otft  ex¬ 
tortion  of  the-  helicopter  Whs  untouched 
by  fife*  The  fithfindci'S  found  thh  medic,' 
who 'Was  a  member  of  liosj&fc#  helicopter 
crow<  in  a  oazed  condition  walking  around 
some  J5  meters  from  the  crash  sitfe»  They 
xuiued  him  back,  during  which  time  they 
were  receiving  spo ratio  sjiie^r  fire  from 


i  V  O  lit/  j  > 


editorial 


we  on  the  3LUa  cLAR  staff  are 


tion  Vol  I,  IiO  1  received  last  week. 

I  want  to  emphasis?,  tnat,  this  is  your 
paper,  -ana  encourage  all  of  you  to 
contribute  to  its  success  by  submitting 
articles,  jokes,  cartoons,  crossKfird 
.  puzzles  or  what  have  »ou,  $£< tBQjf  staff 
.member  or  just  droit  it  in  Oporaticsas . 
WPlte  it  on  anything,  jttet  get  it  in. 

I  have  heard,  a  lot  ©#  talk  about 
the  101  st.,  the.  oav,.  and  Qther.lMajer 
units  getting  all  the  glory  (publicity). 
Perhaps  you  can  use  this  payer  as  an 
outlet  to  your  hometown  new3pa^r'and 
get  ybursel.’fes  in  the  news. 

■  any,  thanks  to  those  who  have 
contributed  to  this  issue  and  for  the 
helpful  hints  ve  have  received. 


Captain.  James  I.  ffchbwell 
1/Lt  Loyd  R.  btroup 
Sf/5  btan.V.  ..ore land 
SP/V  Lon  D.  Wallace 
FxV  Rill.  Van  Ouaenrod? 
ir'G  AlLen  R  *  j-oktor 


}j£&L3n*&,  T2W  BUJh  nTARR 
(jpr  c c ngrabulabioua  to  UWO  shinon 
L.  Temple,  whp this  first 

o£  the  original  Blue  ^tar -idiots -to  pass 
the*  5U0  maxJA  in  Ikrtxrs  flown  in  Vietna—. 

"as  ,<1#  tX  June*  7  TIT.’  •Temple  had  ac¬ 
cumulated  516*1  hours,  in  the  &i>  mmths 
he's  been  flying  .in  xtVIV. 

Tint's  bcin&  up 'in  tne  clouus  quite 

lot#* 


col  1  ) 


A  very  common  cccurxanco  in  the 
life  of  a  flue  Star  aviator  is  provid¬ 
ing  aerial  support  for  frienoly  u  round 
elements  wnen  only  a  helicopter  can 
assist  then  in  their  relentless  con¬ 
flicts  with  the  Viet  Cong.  At  tines, 
the  Bine  Stars  have  confined  their 
efforts  with  otner  aviation  units  to 


; . Sergeant  itog6ow  transferred  to 

Washington,  j.c.  to  take  charge  of  the 
Pentagon  caiutema? 

i 

.  Sergean:  Hall  giving  5  sets  ox 

fatigues  ana  a  pair  of  coots  to  all 
'personnel  far  Christmas? 


successfully  bring  about  the  completion  1  p,(  being  moved  from  fhen 

of  their  mission.  These  massive  and  I  Hang  to  ..  1.'  accomodate  the  4®th 

complex  operations  arc-  tore  commonly  known  ana  pre.^c  . ..  ^orican-vietnamese  rela- 


as  "Borneo  Foxtrots",  one  of  the  tore 
recent  of  these  took  place  on  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  8  June  in  the  vicinity  of 
Tak  To,  HVT*.  At  approximately  1600 
hours,  our  Joker  aircraft  (armed  heli¬ 
copters)  were  called  upon  to  lend  gun 
-up port  to  the  E-43  Air  Force  helicop¬ 
ters,  known  as  "Pedros",  which  were 
evacuating  casualties  of  the  l/327th 
Infantry  Battalion.  landing-  was  dif¬ 
ficult  so  the  Pedros  were  accomplishing 
their  mission  by  winching  up  the  troops. 

Captain  Ivan  C.  swift,  who  has 
taken  part  in  many  such  missions  in  the 
past,  was  now  giving  his  assistance  on 
me  PSD  25  (radio)  in  Operations  because 
of  his  recent  appointment  as  assistant 
5-3  Officer. 

The  Jokers  and  Pedros,  relentlessly 
continued  their  mission.  The  time  was 
r.ow  2330  hours  and.  Captain  Swift  was 
fully .  realizing  that  his  unties  as 
operations  Officer  can  be  Just  as  trying 
os.  those  of  an  aviator  who  is  physically 
making  part  in  the  night's  activities. 
The  mission  .was  coming  to.  .a  successful 
end  when  an  emergency  re-su\fy  call 
reached  our  assistant  s-5.  The  ground 
forces  were  said  to  be  "starving",  not 
laving  eaten  all  day,  and  running  short 
of .medical  supplies  and  ammo.  The  4oth 
reacted  immediately.  52  cases  of  C- 
Fations,  30  pounds  of- medical  supplies, 
r:0  pounds  .of  ammo,  and  2  hours  later,. - 
the  mission  was  completed,  and  our  long 
day  was  over*  After  gathering  up  all 
the  landing  lights  from -the  runway  on 
the  morning  of  9  June,  Captain  swift  was 
finally  headed  for  his  bunk  at  0130 
hours.  I’m  sure  Captain  swift  slept, 
-soundly,  and  dreamt  of  all  the  bigger 
and  better  Borneo  Foxtrots  yet  to  come. 


lions? 

I . CWO  SWanger  in  the  field? 

j 

;....«  SP/5  love  not  burning  the  pot 

1  roast? 

♦ 

'.....  cWU  lanrt  maxing  mail  pick  up 
I  just  once?  "Damn,  I  missed  it  again". 

■ .  SP/5  i-praies  as  a  tower  operator? 

| . Captain  JDelius  receiving  PCS 

ioraers  to  Phan  Bang? 

i 


CAN  YOU  IDBNr  IFY. . • * . 

. An  officer  kno>.n  a3  "magnet  ass"? 

1 

....--A  crew  chief  known  as  "sis"  or 
.  "rums'1? 

.....  A  gunner  Known  as  the  "crier"? 

......  A  Warrant  Officer  known  as  "AKv47"? 

;  .....  ..  maintenance  officer  called 
"Speedy"? 

■  ihe  two  garrotroopers  of  the  4®^? 

;  .....  The  pilots  responsible  for  blowing 
:  over  "Big  6' 3"  latrine  a  few  aays  ago? 

; The  Blue.  Steer  Engineer  requiring 
;  only  NIhE,  rounds  for  artillery  - 
adjustment? 

:  .....  Ah  officer  branded  "lightning"? 


?F0  Bill  Van  Oudenrode 


/ 


w  * 


mT 


-Lbij  o  -T-.-rl  Y'./ITS 


n-hp 


.icwever, 


jj.cn  ...wie 


_  XUS  -  ..  V  IhYG  tne  CGSt  JllGtS*  CUt 

d— 30  mV’a  J  ^rOU  0  GX  ?GSb  l3  W.liOn  dj_dCW 

tne  c  ui  jj  .3  0  nceys  to  be  !!njmmer  cne!i. 

*ny  jo  we  nave  clean,  art  fuel 
W'dilabre  at  all  ti~.es? 


W  c 


s 


i 
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Jhy  jo  ve  have  too  LuOst  aircraft 
flyvbie  ana  in  the  cost  condition? 

Why  cc  tne  cost  aviators  siee .  and 
eat  veil? 


'.•*hy  do  ve  nave  lights,  water,  va¬ 
cuoles  and  a  logo  vnen  w  e  need  it? 


bny  do  ve  nave  tno  most  liveable 
0  ^inuni  <j  j  —  n  lad  L  o  r 

A&am  I  asm  h'vny  is  tne  48th  oast’1;  • 
The  answer  is  simple,  ve  have  the  lest 
To  i-ake  this  point  clear,  checx 
~  re  Blue  Star  aircraft  against  anyone1  s 
cianger  greens.  Our  aircraft  have  never  ! 
looked  better*  | 


major  Brand  J.  Gundaker 

*  *  * 


TOUT  Oh  (uont  from  pg  1,  col  1) 

unknown  one ^y  positions*  The  QIC  of  the 
Pathfinders  ascertained  that  the  pilot 
ana  dazcu  ~caic  were  medically  fit  to 
crawl  up  to  tno  top  of  the  mountain , 
some  four  Hundred  meters  away,  with  the 
cielp  01  **is  *  .on*  'they  were  lifted  Dy  a 
hoist  froi.i  a  Cn-4b  hovering  above  ;  in 
flown  to  tm  48th  aviation  company  aid 
station  xor  ^uic?,i  attention  oy  tcie 
e e earj  *.v iatiun  medical  Oiiicer,  cap¬ 
tain  liitOii  j »  ba~-as.  Cap"H  ,iu  oanas, 
through  taini^0  with  trie  injured  mcaic, 
learned  trat  one  of  the  remaining  crew 
me  moors  nod  a  suspected  broken  back  ana 
was  to  oc  airlifted  out  of  the  crash 
site.  Bearing  that  if  the  injured  nan 
did  have  a  broken  back,  an  attempted 
airlift  by  sling  would  greatly  endanger 
his  life,  causing'  paralysis  and  even 
death;  Captain  bancs  volunteered  to  go 
out  to  the  crash  site  ana  administer 
imediate  medical  attentiun  anu  deter¬ 
mine  the  best  ^e  tno as  of  evacuating  tne 
seriously  injured  personnel,  with 
complete  disregard  for  nis  own  safety, 
oaptai^i  oaras  was  easvX.  down  tnreugh 

ob  foot  sj a_  s  atw  jj  jiIj  ^uintain  0 j 


kc  You  new  v.-e  ;u  d  two  brothers 
in  tne  company  mo  are  identical  twins? 
It’s  true,  tncj  are  Louis  ana  Juan 
sarrera  of  tne  c-ountv  riatcon. 

The  twins  nail  from  renovides, 
Texas.  Trey  joined  tne  ^rmy  cm  2  rug 
o£  incur  ~ne  uanay  system” ,  .ana  nave 
do^j.  to_,-ther  ever  sinc^ •  Bock  at  tne 

a  raip  j  oOc j  '.1xjl  -»-.e  Scim*e 

.  ra*  n  gate  nignts.  and 
.crier  days.  Bins  anu 
a.  ....  ,  tne  same  suit,  enjoy 
.  u  cy  tixmO  t  e  ^e  t  ne  r  * 

■ir  ~K  ^ 


uOCTQn  ^uont ) 

hoist  from  a  helicopter.  After  box*.  ^ 
drop-ea  to  the  brounu  he  louna  himself 
alone  ana  nan  to  mane  rids  way  down  the 
incline  to  the  crasn  site  400  liters 
away,  moctor  bands  made  a  diagnosis  of 
the  injured  m  and  louna  that  the  crew 
chief  nan  te  be  evacuated  imim*ediately 
because  ne  ban  a  skuII  fracture  and 
brain  damage,  no  was  si  so  having 
trouble  bieatnmg  ana  neecea  a  tracheo¬ 
tomy.  The  mountain  was  so  steep  tno 
helicopter  could  not  hover  directly  ever 
the  crash  site.  The  Pathfinders  had 
blown  a  s^ail  opening  in  tne  dense 
jungle,  enough  t.  urop  a  sling  into  the 
area  cim.  hover  a  snort  distance  from  the 
open  spot.  To  save  this  ^r's  life 
Captain  ba^as  .  nae  tne  decision  to  have 
tne  helicopter  snatch  the  injured  man 
o ut  1  t' he  no  1  e  anm  x  i_y  1  ii ^  tj  t ne  c o ax?— 

bat  rear  trains  aid  station  wnere  a 
tracheotomy  oould  be  ana  then 

be  evacuated  to  yui  mon  for  neuro  jur- 
&ery.  since  the  gunner  was  already  • 
deceased  they  airlifted  him  tno  same 
way,  but  the  do-pilot  was  cougning  blond 
frn^  internal  injuries,  ham  several 
fractured  rios,  aiid  shrapnel  in  his 
right  xnne.  It  was  toe  uai'igerous  to 
evacuate  nim  tne  sa-*e  vray  e.s  the  crew 
cnief  anu  ^unnur.  doctor  banns  ana  the 
Pathimaers  a  litter  out  of  two 

ponenos  end  physically  he-d  to  crawl  4OO 
meters  up  the  eriugy'  infested  incline  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain  carryiiig  tne  in¬ 
jured  Cc-pilot.  ne  was  placed  a 
hell  center  and  ssaely  evacuated.  cap¬ 
tain  bands ,  1*4.  a  itstrxidiix^  displ-o 
ei  OeUrage  ar  prefossi^m.!  ability, 

( co n t  pg  p  ,  mi.  a } 
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jUR  CCLI-  ‘  ...  ..  .-3  TO  t 

i  .  jy1  ^  s.  —  ~  X.  »  ■  ^  ^  —1^'  ’•■b 

Or^' CcM-  0  -- r.  .*.  uiOtl 

Of.pt, '  i..  Jihnny  ?..  jower 

v^*P*Cc'ixl  J _ U.i 3  i‘»  O^X 

oapt r,z.i-  waiter  lurch 
captain  njoori  0.  jsiius  XII 

— —  w o  S' yviir  n'.ij.c3  un  imo  i^ijcirs  ■ 

lisx;.  I 

o ->r.gra-u  Ir-.ti. ns  t~-  captain  j 

r.oburt  Q.  I:\jiis*  Captain  Ingxis  nm  j 
his  Cap  wins  cars  j-Anneu  uii  by  Lt.  ! 

v a*  x e .tii ,  o . .  — .m n u cxxiv,v..j.j  i w t*.  j 
Aviation  3att-  i_v.n,  before  a  for-atixnj 
of  office is  on  16  June  l^bfa.  j 

i 

»e  a  re  very  mo~y  to  sot-  five  ) 
now  Sergeants  xlrst  oias3  (h-7)  in  ' 

the  They  arcs  ; 

i 

SFC  Lawrence  m.  Hoitt,  car  Intel-  ; 

iigoncc  Sgt. 

■  S FC  Gilbert  licColleugn,  our  Oper-  ! 

ations  Sgt.  _  j 

2F0  Alvin  C.  Flo.tcnsr,  1st  Airlift  j 
platoon  Sgt.  ,  _  ;  '  j 

-SFQ  :),'illisia  M.  Jackson,  590th  TO  j 

Detachment;  tfaintonance  Sgt.  i 

SFC  tJOb  M.  Christopher,  Service  | 

Plato  m  .■sgt.-  -  -  ! 

.  ■  i 

I 

.congratulations  on.  your  well 
deserved. promotions.  ! 


oIGHT  flow  3LUL  -S'JLuHS  I 

The  48  th  recently  we lo ...... u  eight 

helicopter.,  pilots  .transferred', from  the 
First  Ciivnlry  jji vision ‘  (Airmobile  C  i 

Tnis  transfer .accomplishes  two.  objectives^ 
it  offsets  .rotation  .nates  for  bath  '.the  ; 

fath/ena  .the  Jrxrst  oav,  rit-sa  the  two  .1 

units  arxiven an  ncotuitry  oil  -.sa.porate  ! 
dates.  These  experienced  pilots  bring  ( 
to  the  46th  oackgroyiius.  iroix.such  diverse  j 
tactics  .jaa-.-ar moat  holioo pte r  ore conned ss,r no 4 
aerial  rocket  artillery  .me  helicopter  | 

troop  employment.  The  pilots  joining  ! 
the  48th:  are*.  .Gapt.  Johnny.  K.  Govy.er*.-ua^t  j 
Lloyd  A»-  Schmjii,  CGO  Jerry  L.  Jackson, 
c  h  0  Konne  ta '  o.. .  Faba  f.  CW  U  ’  Qe  0  rge  -  a  ., 

..  ockerle+  JQ'-J..,  hn  W .  Hart ,  40  Joe  L. 
nnoden, ’•  enu -A*Q.  GQraMiA..-  TqwWx. 

..  .These.  tight  aviators  bring  to  the 
43th  aa  . accumulation,  of  3, 546  hours 

(Cent  pg  pf.  col.  2) 


I-cently  mu  unexpectedly,  two 
dele. copter  crows  of  the  H3tn  ..viati.n 
company  ^3luu"Star/  had' their  usual  r.ie 
ox  soeporting  the  Infantry  reversed, 
ana  m  a  manner  tney  snail  never  forget. 

The  crews  on  a. -cross  country  xli0..t 
in  f'o  uu-1  helicopters  v/«re  within  20 
minutes  ox  their  ciestmati-u  wnen  they 
eneounter-.u  low  hanging  -.iouds  and-.  . 
heavy  .....  -'.-g  /lugging  tne  ridge  line 

tv,  t :c _  .  as  darkness  approached 

m_  a.te.  ■  c  j«atoi  attests  to  get  over 
the  ridge  tney  aeciaea  they  had  better 
return  to  the  roxueliug  area  they  n f  ' 
just  departed  some  40  miles  to  the  s.. 
As  they  headed  tneir  Hueys  westward 
they  discovered  the  .weather  in  the 
through  which' they  had  .just  flown  co¬ 
te  ri  orating.  Large- grey  thur.ee r  clouds 
lumbered  over  the  nilis  ana. ground  10^ 
was  steadily  creeping  into  the  valleys. 
The  clouds  were  bringing  on  oarknese  •- 
ep.rlier, than  usual.  The  twu  helicopter 
crews  were  suddenly' finding"  tnems elves 
entrapped  ; by  one  of t  the  most* severe 
hazards  to  Vietnam  flying, :  the  Burner 
monsoons.  ... 

v  Both  crfiws'-haa^ their-  auteoatic 
airection  finder  tuned  to  their  new 
destinatidh-an^ ‘tneit- needles.-’ indieatea 
SW  -to  the  rstatien -, -v.heh  suddenl^ythe- - 

oeurse.  inaioaters-  spun-^J^O'  ^6g»e*«Taa^' 

fell  limp  -poiiiting  -td  the. floor.  - 1  &  . 

4.uick  glance  ••at-  the  ir  navigation'  dhSits  - 
indicated  the  statin  they  -were  -tracking 
goes  -off. .  .the  elr  dmiiy  -&t  v.180O  -hours.' 
Still  11c  •rossea-to  •bd-exci-ted,'-  the  md-s- 
sion  commrixiuor,  captain  Jame&  P.  fhurmno 
tuned  his  Oi£E'  -ruuio-  to-  contact -radar-' 
guidance,  w  ithin  ^sc sonde'  radar' Contact 
w«a- oatfiblishsd- and  both  creWs  took -up1 
atiieedang  of  w-20U  -uegroes,  which- would - 
have-  .taicsn  fjiem.' directly -to- r. the. -station 
if  .  it  had  .not  been  for  a  .huge  -vthunaer-  •  . 
storm-. aedii,  ahead.  .As .  -Captain  -Tnurmond 
neareccithe  ^dge.  of  the  storm  . he  encoun¬ 
tered.  Minaing  -.rain :  and  .zero  .visibility. 
Hd .turned. his  navigation  lights  on 
bright  .saw  . radioed.. to  iis^nrmed  ieli cop¬ 
ter  escort ,. .  pile  tea.  by  ^daptain  Janos  j>‘. 
Irice.,-  .to  .-.close  up  naan;  fpliow  firtovia  .a 
lext.'IQO  degree.. turn.  »  noth:  aircraft 
hanked,, ana.  after. approximately  two 
ainutesp . which. aeemed .more  dike  -two 
hoursl..^ahft"a  ^little  .tossing  -about-,  by  atht 

(Iwmu  -pg-  yi  coli  ol ) 


ouoTQR  (C:nx) 


sevmg  tne  ~ivos 


nouncoa, 


.s  ryrn~uc 
laS'le  to  c 


lu  t  was  croxcn 


•lb  (48th  Aircrait) 
■cl,  be  acvisGC.  we 
.c  radar  service  due 


.ssibio 


Dim  oy  ZL 


f  -*•  O  v  W  0  A  X 


,<nown  tc 


:o  intense;  tr.ur*u=r  stcr-  activity  bet¬ 
ween  your  target  an  tens  station".  ,  ,  „  ,t  •  >. 

Jugs  are  heavily  against  two  navigation  i 

oius  becouin^  unreliable  at  once,  but  in  vie  to.  :  :T 

^neo,'  territory  oven  once  is  tow  -item.  }  ^  ^.wUr. 

,.3  the  sun  set,  the  two  helicootors  were  !  ^ 
surrounded,  by  nlcud3  stretching  iron  the  j 
jungle  floor  to  heights  unknevm.  The  j  -* 

:•  hopper  pilots  were  unusually  quiet  and 

busy  with  t.uir  .nos.  Tney  pinpointed  - 

their  ioeati.u  over  national  hignwny  ff14> 

out  to  atte._ft  fiyiiig  under  tnose  low  clouds  ■  ^OKTUino  (& 
-one.  with  po~r  visibility  of  night,  would  j 

oe  asking  for  trouble.  Their  nap  indicated  these  wnite 
nothing  within  30  idles  except  villages  oi  eoulc  1ov.k  : 

unknown  allegiance  am.  the  jungle.  great  seeing 

It  was  nighty  quiet  for  what  soered  fantry  troo] 

an  cnuless  period  of  tine  as  the  birds  Task  Force  I 

circled  the  skies  m  now  desperate  hope  of  of  the  1st 

finding  soi.e  way  out.  Suddenly  the  silence  landed  by  in 

was  broken  by  Captain  Janes  J&Dowell,  Air-  •  Just  twelve 
craft  Uomancer  of  the  a  rued  shopper,  when  had  started 

ho  sighted  two  lights  approximately  2  kilo-  ing  strip  ox 

ueters  to  his  left,  ho  radioed  Blue  Star  which  hae  s. 

0I6  that  he  sighted  what  light  be  a  U.S.  jungle  on  t: 

Special  Forces  Camp.  Captains  i-ao  ana  Jin  The  Ini 

Price  decidce  to  make  a  low  pass  over  the  their  guests 

lignts.  rtith  the  two  eoor  gunners,  Sp/5  tn.mu  it  rr 

Jorale  A.  Kohl  and  FPU  Bobby  Hr—by  alone  a  uad  was  a  id 


~ine  ana _ .re 

to  col  fiyin.j  ex  per- 


'3th  Cav 


POHTUlffiS  (Contj 

these  white  stars  on  your  venicles 
coult-  I00K  so  £jOou.  roy,  is  it 
areat  seeing  you  guys".  The  In¬ 
fantry  tro  turned  out  to  be 
Task  Force  Harris  frm  2/5th  Cav 
of  the  1st  *dr  Cav  Division,  co_- 
nandod  by  Fjajar  hrtnur  Flo  Harris. 

1  Just  twelve  days  earlier  T?  Harris 
had  started  building  a  01)0  lane- 
ing  strip  out  of  the  wilac-mess 
wnich  haa  s~  plainly  snowed  up  as 
jungle  on  the  aviators*  nars. 

The  Infantry  rusts  supplier 
thoir  guests  with  a  tent,  ana 
tikUdii  1  u  iT/iiicCL  ail  ni^nt  a no. 


one  over 


?uig  tne  aircraft  weapons  in  the  aruou  ^sition, 
the  pilots  brought  their  Huey  over  into  a 
shallow  civc  and  can-  in  clipping  over  the 
tree  tops  at  IOC  knots*  FitT  hundred  -asters  ! 
out  Captain  Price  lot  out  a  hardy  yell, 

'those  guys  down  there  are  Americans,  we*ve 
pot  it  nadc11.  They  pulled  up  arm  radioed  to 
.attain  Jin.  Thuruond  end  his  pilot  Captain 
JacK  Homo  to  standby  while  they  landed  to 
-neck  rat  the  situation*  when  they  appro  ache  a 
tno  area  the  Infantry  troops  lighted  tneir 
gasoline  filled  cans  forcing  a  huge  flawing 
n,  a  nighty  friendly  sign  to  these  weary  but  j 
now  overjoyed  pilots*  1/Lt  Ronald  p.  Cuomo  J 
,xt  the  crew  as  they  stepped  fron  t-eir  air-  ! 
craft,  ana  he  was  imediatoly  overwhelmed  b y  j 

these  happy  aviators*  a he  circling  aircraft  ; 
-ontaoted  lyraia  control,  w.ic  relayed  an  ; 

h  ( Regain  Over  mgnt)  message  to  Blue  star 


know  two  happier  noiico^/cer  crews. 


GrTTIhG  SHORT  . 

Turing  tne  next  month  or  so, 
the  48th  will  lose  so-x  of  its 
strength  wnen  a  few  of  its  nniistea 
nen  becoi-e  civilians. 

The  286th  ijedicai  Detachment 
will  lose  the  services  of  SP/6 
Guster  fe^phie  an..  Sr/4  Ronald  A. 
Relaford*  3 p/6  Deu.phie  will  join 
his  famly  in  Detroit  on  13  July 
anc.  Sr/4  Relaaord  will  be  in  fhilly 
on  23  July. 


)i  none o 


:cr  crews 


stepped  f; 


ho  ms  yeiiod  out  as 
ey,  MI  never  thought 


;nve  to  C£ 
1  T .  P  ucurn 
Hawaii,  ai 


:e-uanne a  wnen 


-us  r* 


-tn  in, 


iELELiCtETS 


si^uiwg  pilots 


14  June..,  j  Congratulations  t ^  oa^toin  Donald 

43th  rumishes  2  UE-IDs  ana  rnree  Kelsey  ana  captain  nobert  1/elius  w..o 


aimed  UR-1 3s  in  support  of  the  10th  Avia-  ~ 
tion  Battalion  on  a  eombat  assault  lifting 
an  AHTK  force.  I 

oeueral  ^eneff,  1st  Aviation  Brigade  ' 
Commanding  General  and  Colonel  l-arr,  17th  ' 
Aviation  Group  Commanding  Officer  had 
dinner  with  the  Blue  Stars. 

i 

15  June... 

O84O  hours  seven  Blue  Star  UH-1  I/s 
lifted  the  1 /527th  platoon  sized  Tiger  1 

Force  on  a  combat  assault.  Four  Joker  j 

aircraft  proviaed  escort  and  pre-struck  i 

the  LA  as  socr.  as  the  Air  Force  completed  I 
their  strike.  j 

0950  hours  the  48th  provided  seven  1 

FH-IDs  to  10th  aviation  Battalion  for  a 
company  sized  combat  assault. 

1045  hours  the  48th  Blue  Stars  made 
an  administrative  lift  of  144  troops.  ' 

1 500  hours  the  Blue  Stars  and  Jokers  j 
made  a  recon  with  101st  LRHP  (Long  flange  i 

Reconnaissance  Patrol).  ' 

1800  hours  the  48  th  inserted  the 
LRBP  using  5  Un-lDs  and  5  UH-IBs  ( Story 
on  page  7). 

16  June...  , 

0800  hours  five  UK-lDs  ana  two  UK-1  Bs , 
moved  the  l/527th  Infantry  Tactical  CP. 

1050  hours  two  UH-lDs  supported  the 
1 29th  Aviation  Company  in  extracting  two 
Special  Forces  patrols  in  contact  with 
the  enecy  (Story  on  page  7)» 

1530  hours  the  48th  Blue  Stars  picked 
up  the  101st  LRRP. 


laced  seccnu  ana  third  in  the  1st  Avia¬ 
tion  Brigr.de  song  contest  conducted  in 
Saigon  last  week,  fhe  lyrics  ana  music 
are  originals  by  Blue  Star  members. 

"A  Chopper  li lots  Lay"  came  in  seconc 
an c  "I'm  A  Red  Hot  Pilot"  w^una  up  third. 
Look  for  t.x  tnirc  ^lacc  winner  in  next 
weeK's  ' 

"A  CHOPPER.  PILOTS  ILY" 

Verse  1 

In  the  early  morning  hours 
Before  the  sun  is  bright 
You  can  hear  the  turbines  turning 
As  the  choppers  lift  for  flight. 

A  sleepless  night  is  over 
The  pilots  on  their  way 
To  face  the  fear  and  danger 
Of  a  chopper  pilots  day. 

Chorus 

A  chopper  pilots  day,  my  boys 
A  cnopi^er  pilots  oay 
We  face  the  fear  ana 'danger 
Q<£  a  cnopper  pilots  aay. 

Verse  2 

The  VC  will  be  aiding 

For  they  know  so  very  well 

Should  a  tounsnip  ^ilot  spot  tne_. 

He'll  blast  their  soul  to  hell. 


17  June... 

0712  hours  two  Joker  gunships  sent 
on  fire  mission  for  1 /527th  Infantry 
(Story  on  Page  7). 

0850  hours  two  Jokers  dispatched  to 
escort  dust  off  aircraft  (lie di cal 
evacuation) . 

1255  hours  the  48th  put  in  one  AflVN 
company  and  extracted  another. 

1600  hours  the  48th  conducted  a  two 
company  administrative  lift. 

*  *  * 

By  the  way,  the  next  time  we  have  an^ 


•  The  smell  of  battle  fills  the  air 
The  landing  zone  is  near 
.  The  flight  toms  cn  its  final  leg 
;  No  place  for  cowards  nere. 

Gnorus  -  -  -  -  -  - 


|  Machine  guns  chatter  and  rockets  flash 
'  An  awesome  sound  one  si^nt 
i  But  a  welcomed  one  for  us  it  is 
|  For  it  causes  Charlie  1 s  fright. 

I  w 


alert,  would  one  of  you  first  platooners  J 
make  sure  your  leader  gets  his  boots  on  I  '/ 

1  the  right  feeti  ivO 


(Cont  pg  8,  col  2) 


3LU-.  .  ..  TzJCj  LRHPs  III  j 

15  June  -  ] 

A3  dusk  slowly  turned,  into  night  and  j 
the  sun  disappeared  behind  the- mountains 
the  stealthy  LRRPs  and  the  equally 
stealthy  Blue  Stars  winged  North  on  an¬ 
other  recon  mission  into  no-man' s-land. 

The  last  minute  coordination  between  air¬ 
crews  and  LRRPs  had  been  accomplished 
and  all  that  remained  was  the  swift  run 
to  the  drop  off  point,  a  remote  jungle 
clearing.  The  Blue  Stars  with  their 
joker  escorts  peeled  off  one  by  one  from 
formation  and  the  lonely  final  run  to  the 
landing  zone  commenced.  All  senses  were 
at  nigh  key  for  the  moment  of  truth  was 
at  hand  as  the  Blue  Stars  swooped  down 
into  the  vulnerable  area  to  discharge 
tneir  precious  cargo,  as  the  skids 
crushed  tne  ground  the  LRRPs  cashed  for 
cover  ana  the  angry  w nines  of  tne  Jokers 
coma  be  heard  as  they  flashed  by  pro¬ 
viding  that  most  important  fire  mover 
snoula  Charlie  be  there. 

The.  LRRPs  faded,  into  the  jungle 

(Cont  pg  9»  col  1)  ! 


SPECIAL  FORCES  AIDED 
16  June  -  - 

#This*mar..ing  two  of  our  slicks  were 
called  .an  to  help  the  129th  Aixmo bile- 
four  sister  company;  rescue  two  4Q  kan 
TiXr  (Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Guard} 
patrols  and  their  Special  Forces  advisors 
who  were  surrounded  by  the  ene^y.  This 
ASA?  mission  was  received  by  Blue  Star 
Operations  at  1050  hours.  I \  1 1 00  hours 
the  crews  of  778  anu  779  were  in  the  air 
ana.  linked  up  with  the  1/2 9th.  The 
friendly  patrol  was  heavily  engaged  and 
pinned  down  by  Charlie,  who  was  within 
<:.%  meters.  The  aircraft  orbited  overhead 
’until  &  .oi)S  ship  145  was  haaked  out  of  the 
bamboo,  fha  Rueys  then  soared  in  one  at 
a  time  and  successfully  extracted  the 
patrol  while  under  heavy  enemy  fire.  Oh 
their  £%tum  flight  to  the  staging  area, 
with  the  patrol  saiely  in  their  ships, 
they  received  an  emergency  request  to 
extract  another. olDG  patrol  wnich  was 
-J-so  pinne;.  mown.  In  routine  fashion 
the  crews  <_rcppe_  off  their  passengers 
2nd  repartee  -so  the  new-  location.  They 

(Coht  pg  9,  col  i  j 


JOkhrtS  ATTACK  VC 

17  June  - 

As  daw.i  approached  tne  foggy  Dak.  To 
Valley,  Blue  Star  Operations  received  an 
urgent  call-,  for  two  gunsnips  to  nelp  out 
a  company  of  the  1 01  st  Airborne  nrigaae . 

Witnin  minutes  Jokers  98  and  93  were 
airborne  in  answer  to  tne  distress  mes¬ 
sage.  captain  morris  it.  gteenson,  the 
Joker  flight;  leader,  established  contact 
with  t.r.  "  \ntry  company  ana  quick 
coorann  Identified  the  area  where 

fire  was  -  ...esha. 

The  j oxers  started  tneir  work  in 
earnest  as  the  ground  cenaander  adj dated 
lire  from  2.75  rocket  and  40mm  grer 
bursts.  Pass  after  pass  was  made  1 
Jokers  unti.1  they  had  expended  all 
their  rockets  ana  grenades.  They  c. 
tinned  their  support  •.  n  .il  the  groan. 
commander  called  ‘;vsi.*  -.one,  we  can  move 
in  on  them  now". 

As  the  Inf  ar.  try  'ed  into  tho  area 

which  the  enemy  had  occupied,  blood 
trails  were  found  ana  tne  Jokers  were 
accredited  with  an  estimated  5  VC  KBA 
(Killed  by  Aircraft).  katumine  home 
for  breakfast,  tne  Jokers  prepared  for 
another  days  work. 

Captain  i-jorris  it.  oteenson 

*  *  * 


BLUE  3TAR3  -&  JOKERS  TRAM  CP  AdkW 
18--June - 

•"Just -another  chopper  pilot-' s  day", 
is-  becoming  quite  a  saying  with.-tho-  pilots 
of  the -40th,  but  many  are  starting  to 
wonder  if  tnis  statement  isn't  becoming 
an  eve-ry  day  occurrence. 

Grice  agax-n  the  - clue  Stars  were  KJallta 
upon  to  extract  troops  eut  of  the  -heavily 
Wooded  mountains  wortheast  of  Dak  To. 

For  tne  past  three  weeks  this  area-  has 
been  known  to  be  a  well  fortified  enemy 
position  heavily  entrenched  ’with  -bunkers 
and  spider  holes. 

A  "flight  of  lour,  lea  by  Capt&in 
Bedford,  'Was  assigned  to  lift  A  OOmp&nyq  - 
1st  of  the  327th  Airborne  -infantry  plus 
the  TAo  CP  to  a- new  location  south  of 
their  present  Coxmanu  Post.  -  Aircrafts 


(cont  pg  9,  col  1 ) 


Thh  L..Y  1 

i 

- Tills  one  happened  lest  week  cut  we  i 

thought  you'd  like  to  read  it,  t no ugh  I 

admittedly  a  lit ole  late -  j 

! 

Early  on  the  looming  of  June  7 »  ! 

three  Jokers,  tne  49th  aviation.  Co npany  j 

guns  hips,  were  returning  fro.-  an  escort  j 
mission  when  they  heard  an  urgent  radio  j 
call  iron  "3"  Battery  of  the  320th  Artil- j 
lery  Battalion,  requesting  an  immediate  ! 
air  strike  at  their  location,  captain  ; 
Donald  H.  Kelsoy,  flight  leader  of  tne  ! 
Joker  flight,  deciued  tney  had  sufficient 
fuel  to  strike  ano  still  return  to  base 
camp.  The-  Jokers  reversed  their  flight  j 
path  and  proceeded  to  the  Artillery 
position.  Captain  Kelsey  coordinated 
with  the  ground  c  expander,  w.io  marked 
his  position  with  red  s-ioke.  The  Jokers  j 
were  astounded  to  lind  the  enei^y  dug  in  ; 
only  2p  meters  from  the  friendly  troops. 
The  ene~y  Lad  »xved  in  during  the  night, 
dug  in,  and  had  the  Artillery  Battery 
pinned  down  with  sniper  and  automatic 
weapons  fire. 

The  Jokers  each  ir.de  six  gun  runs, 
strafing  the  enemy  with  machine  gun,  2.75 
inch  rockets  ana  4(-)nm  grenade  fire.  At  . 
first,  they  were  hesitant  in  firing  so 
close  to  the  friendly  position,  but  after  1 
repeated  requests  from  the  ground  coo-  ' 
nander,  they  brought  their  fire*  in  close,  ' 
At  one  time  the  radio  operator  shouted,  | 
'  You  got  the.-*,  as  a  rocket  knocked  out 
an  automatic  wesson,  un  their  sixth  pass  ! 
oho  Battery  commander  called  a  "Cease  ! 
fire"  and  nis  troops  counter  attacked 
the  ene;..y  x^csitions.  : 

When  the  Jokers  returns*!  to  base 
canp,  Intelligence  reported  io  Communists  , 
killed  with  the  Jokers  receiving  credit 
for  37  KBa.  The  Jokers  received  a  hearty  j 
"thank  you"  frou  the  Battery  co-rtander. 

"'he  Artillery  unit  had  been  undor  attack 
since  early  dawn,  and  at  one  time  the  VC 
mad  taken  over  one  1Q5-*n  Eowitzor.  with¬ 
out  the  Jokers  nelp  the  artillery  unit 
could  ea.sily  have  ocon  overrun. 

*  *  * 


3I1.G1  G  rILOTS  (Oontr) 

Our  cnoppers  settle  on  no-Lan1  s-l&nd 
.Aid  now  our  troops  depart 
Charging  into  battle 
io  win,  in  each  nan's  heart. 

cnorus - -  -  - 

Verse  4 

An  e.-Td'  .no  on  the  ^  round 

Could  pilot's  life 

xl  leavw  a  tearful  mother 
Or  a  very  i.r.ely  wife. 

We  clear  the  ground  abeve  the  trees 
There  cones  a  blinding  flash 
There  on  our  right  a  ship  is  hit 
We  waten  tne  awful  crasn. 

Chorus  ------- 

Verse  5 

A  guns  nip  cones  onto  the  scene 
To  cover  the  crew's  escape 
A  slick  ship  lanus  to  pick  then  up 
We  pray  they're  not  too  late. 

Then  through  the  sooke  we  see  then  rise 
Into  the  Dimij  sky 
A  lucky  crew  is  on  that  sni* 

T'was  not  their  day  todie. 

chorus  ------- 

Verse  6 

All  crows  are  now  accounted  for 
We  hoar  our  leader  say 
We  breathe  a  sigh,  "We  juade  it" 

Through  a  chop^r  pilots  day. 

Written  by 

Captain  Jack  Home 
OWO  Bill  Mi  ore 
Phan  Hang,  Vietnam 

*  *  * 


LRRPs  yor  . 


SLOE  STmftS  JuKKaS.  (cent) 


shadows  anu  the  Blue  stars  hastened 
their  departure  into  the  protective 
nisht.  it' drop  tiijfc  +  15,  the  LBxtP 
te&iu  leaders  radioed  their  ''xJLl  Clear" 
to  us,  signalling  the  Blue  stars  to 
return  to  ho  Lie  base  where  they  remain 
on  standby  pending  a  cell  from  the 
LiiitPs  that  .they're  in  trouble,  at 
which  tine  the  Blue  stars  return  to 
bail  then  out. 


sweaty  palms  from  trying  to  put  a  heli¬ 
copter  in  a. hole  the  size  of  the  main 
rotor ' blade.  On  the  second  lift,  as  Vu 
Towler  and  WO  Mason  were  on  snort  final, 
autcnatic ■ weapons  fire  sumoaaly  opened 
up  from  a  Sx-all  ridge  line  to  the  right 
of  the  pickup  point.  ,.s  tne  Infantry 
dove  for  cover,  Y,G  Towler  end  WO  Mason 
iidueciatelp  executed,  a  maneuver  that 
aiiy  sno.-'  .  * r  would  nave  uone. „  a  hard, 
rig'- 


SHiGlAL  FORGBS  (Oont) 

extracted,  the  second  patrol  with  the 
same  professional  ability  they  had 
exhibited  in  isheir  ewclier  rescue. 

SKILL,  K OT  LUCK!  Well  done  - 
iVO  Moore,  WQ  giiizle,  SP/4  Baca  and 
SP/4  J.  S-lth  of  778  and  WO  Mison, 
WO.  Towler,  ppp  pfenton  ana  SP/4  C. 
Sown  of  779. 

W0  Towler' s  comment  after  the 
rescue  was,  'll 'a  too  short  for  this 
Kind  of  mission". 

WO  Fletcher  S.  Stifzle 

•  *  *  * 


BLUE  STABS'  &  JOKEBS  (Uont) 


:  Dorn,  tucked  the  collective 

■"Adotner  Chopper  Pilots  Bay"-;  und£j.  thc_  ar-s,  poxtec.  the  grass 

j  xir-liway  dov»n  .the  side  of  the  j^untc^in* 
Captain  James  T.  Radford  f  joker  elements  lea  by  Captain  Jones  -  re 
*  *  *  !  immediately  called  in  to  lay  down 

pressive  fire,  After  nitting  the 
line  with,  rockets,  and  aacmne  gun 
889  once  again  attempted  a  lancing. 

I  This  time  no  fire  was  received  an.  tho 
troops  were  safely -lifted  out.  Bitnei- 
Charlie  hau  been  eliminated  or  he  vas 
too  busy  keeping  his  head.  down. 

Blue  Stars  end  jokers  combine  into  a 
mighty  tough  tea-,  that’s  IMPOSSIBLE 
to  stop. 

VO  Jerry  Towler- 
*  4  * 


GETT IHU  SHORT  (Oont) 

a 'gunner  from  Daytona  BC&chy  Florida, 

'wave  gbod  bye'  to  thO  43th.  aTnn'T.  *s 
.  mTS  id'5  July  ahd‘Smittyf3  is  on  the  tf-fch 
of  the  month. 

.  On  30  Jdly,  the  48th  will  lose- Spy 4 

nonald  L.  Geier  and  sp/4  Kenneth  P;  lawrey . 
I  non  Geier  will  ieave-operitione  'A .  man 
;  sndrt  when  he  departs1  fof  T&eoma,  WaSh. 
j  Ken: Lawrey  is  one  of  our 'armament  ash  and 
I  he* II  oe  .Headed  for  .Detroit. 

PFC  "Adolph  w.  nartiong  ;iVy  of  the 


774,  piloted  by  Captain  afford  and 
WO  Klinger,  889,,  flown  by  .vO  Towle  j:  . 
and  WO  Mason,  776,  flown  by  CW 0 
Harrell  and  CWO  Paulson,  and  773, 
flown  by  Captain  Burch  and  Lt.  Stroup 

v  Sr  **  V  —  j/**  TT  »  LM  w.  j.  ?  J  VA  UliW 

began  extracting  troops  frdu  PZ  Suzanne  motor  pool f  will  be  back 'acme  in  Califor- 

located  midway  up  the  mountain.  _  nia  on  the  23rd  of  July. 

The  Pickup  zone  was  a  typioal  I  I  PtnoV  yotr  guys  hate  to  leave  all 


carvad  out  opening  that  the  Blue  Stars!  this  heat  but  'that ' s  the  breaks  of  the 
have  become  so  accustomed  to.  A  small!  game;  Good  luck- to  all  of  you,  weUl 

CS  Tfck’v  m  V\  .i*  tin  r  t  U  hi  T  -m  -rs*.  .*  -  _ _ 


opening,  cleared  by  hanu- just  large 
enough  for  one  helicopter  %j  set  down 
into  like  a.  well  fitted  . part  ox  a. 
jigsaw  puzzle. 

'The  fir$t  lift  was  uneventful 
except  for  the  normal  uneasiness  and 


i  miss  you. 


(Oont  next  col) 
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